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THE EDITORIAL.

Dear Member,

I hope you were able to see the Society May Fayre exhibition. It
attempted to stimulate interest in the Society and in its aims by
publicising the resolutions passed at the AGM and by pointing out the
problems o-f tree losses and threats of development.

Some care was taken over our resolution on the "Traveller" problem to
point out that we did not wish to penalise such people unduly, but
that the laws of the land should apply to them as well as to other
sections o-f the community.

Our very grateful thanks are due to all those who contributed to a
successful day, not least to Stephanie Pattenden whose efforts with
the sales stall once again kept us solvent.
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The urgent news in this Newsletter is the Summer Barbecue - always a
popular event. As already advertised, Valerie and David Kerslake have
very kindly offered the use of their garden - on the extremely
reasonable understanding that others do the hard work!

»*•*•**• THE YATELEY SOCIETY SUMMER BARBECUE *•***»**

Date: SATURDAY JULY 18TH

Place: LIME TREE COTTAGE, CHANDLERS LANE

Time: 7:30 p<n

Admissions Adults £3-50 Children £2-00

You are asked to provide either a sweet or a salad (the admission
charge has been kept low on this basis).

Nevertheless, if required, the costs can be refunded.

PLEASE TELL CAROLYN SEYMOUR (Yateley 871 294) IF YOU ARE COMING - NOT
LATER THAN JULY 8th, preferably earlier?

Admission will be collected at the Barbecue - please try to bring the
right, money, it makes life much easier!

We always have a RAFFLE, so if you can donate a prize we would be very
grateful. Any offerings to Valerie Kerslake at Lime Tree Cottage
please.

One minor problem - with a lot of people coming chairs can be in short
supply, so if you like to sit it would be safer to bring your own!

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!
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A VISIT TO ELVETHAM HALL by Valerie Kerslake

Few people today would call Elvetham Hall beautiful, even i-f they did
when it was built in I860, but it is certainly -fantastic and
•fascinating. As one approaches on the drive that for a while runs
beside the little River Hart <diverted in 1880 to flow nearer the
house), a mountain of a mansion in red brick and grey slate looms up
ahead, craggy with turrets and towers, buttresses, balustrades,
cupolas and crenel1 ations. The 5th Baron Calthorpe, who had earlier
been on the Grand Tour with Prince Albert, incorporated features from
all over Europe when he replaced the old house that had been burt down
in 1S49. Steep slate roofs surmounted by little iron balustrades
recall the grand houses of 17th century Frances in this case they are
patterned with contrasting shades of slate, like the brickwork
patterns in the walls below. Here and there stepped Dutch gables can
be seen while castellated towers, round and square, are reminiscent of
castles from the Rhine to ths Mediterranean. Statues and emblems
carved in stone and terracotta Are above the main entrance where a
splendidly commodious carriage porch was added in 190i, and everywhere
there are carved or painted decorations.

A Society picnic was held last May in the grounds of Elvetham Hall
which is not normally open to the public, but before picnicking we
were invited to look at the principal rooms of the house itself.

It is as remarkable inside as out, not precisely for magnificent or
finely proportioned rooms but for the profusion of colourful paintigs
on walls, ceilings and windows. Every ceiling tells a story, and
shame on any child brought up here who failed to grasp the history of
both house and country. A carved stone fireplace in the drawing room
depicts the Earl of Hertford welcoming Queen Elizabeth on her visit to
Elvetham in 1591. On the ceiling are Elizabethan court scenes from
Sir Walter Scott's "Keni1 worth". These are divided by decorative
beams that conceal steel joists, used here for the first time in
England aparty from at Osborne House on the Isle of Wight. The
ceiling in the morning room has portraits of literary men - Ben
Johnson, Shakespeare, Massinger, Drayton, Beaumont, Fletcher and many
others. Thoughtful sentences inscribed in gold and each including the
word "wise" or "wisdom" separate them from each other.

The main hall has the layout of a church - Victorian architects liked
to do this, we were told. (Nowadays churches are shaped like halls.)
A fireplace takes the place of the altar. As there is a stained glass
window over it the smoke was channelled away behind the wall on one
side where it is just possible to distinguish a panel for inserting
the chimney sweep's boy. The history of Hampshire is illustrated in
the windows, and the walls are adorned with armorial bearings of
family friends and relations - a sort of Christmas card list,
suggested our guide. Both Wyndham and Tyndall, presumably the
occupants at various times of nearby Firgrove Manor, ar& present, and
there is a Harris whose shield boasts three fat pigs. Could this be
Harris the Bacon? Windows beside the staircase show nobles who
entertained Queen Elizabeth on her Progress around England.

Years before Queen Elizabeth, Henry VIII twice visited Elvetham which
was then the home of Jane Sevmour who became his third wife and died
giving birth to Edward VI. Her brothers Edward and Thomas both gained
high office at court but failed to avoid the perils of Tudor politics
and each in turn lost his head on Tower Hill. Edward's estates were
forfeited but restored to his son who was created Earl of Hertford,
but then he displeased Elisabeth by a secret and undesirable marriage.
He spent some time in the Tower until payment of a huge fine bought
his release. It was in crder to regain royal favour that he put on


