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THE EDITORIAL.

Dear Member,

Just look at the issue number of this Newsletter -
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YES - the Newsletter has scored its half-century!

I hope you have all had enjoyable summer holidays - I did - and I came
back in such a good frame of mind that I looked forward to editing the
Newsletter! Then, even better, I realised it would be the 50th issue
- a real landmark!

It may seem like it, but I have not always been the Editor - the
Newsletter started life under the skilled hand of Richard Earnshaw who
saw it through its first year (and then replaced me as Treasurer)?
Elizabeth Tipton then took over as editor together with all the other
vital jobs she carries out, next Jean Kerr added her Darby Green
viewpoint to the editorship until her untimely death. Throughout their
tenures the editors have strived to improve the content and
presentation and I hope that I have been as successful as my
predecessors.

Nothing remains static for long, and there are moves afoot to reassess
and reorganise all the Society's publications - so who knows what the
future will bring? - Whatever happens you need to be kept informed of
what is going on in the Society, so I am sure that a Newsletter of
some sort will be around for a long time to come. One thing will
change, the editor - surely there is someone who has a yen to run a
magazine - this is your chance! - give me a call on 875158.

ooOoo

Now that the autumn is here, can the AGIi be far away? ~ it's amazing
how quickly the new year comes around, and ASM planning starts well
before then.

One important feature of the AGM is the election of the Officers and
the Executive Committee. These people run the Society, and try to do
so according to the wishes of the whole membership. One way to find
out more about what goes on in detail is to join the Committee as an
ordinary member or as an Officer. It is interesting, informative and
everyone can air their ideas on the many topics discussed -
why not give it a try?

ooOoo

Please remember that the Conservation Working Party meets on the last
Sunday morning of each month at Wyndhams Pool at 10-00am, to assist
the Rangers on the Common.



The work is not too strenuous, jobs can be found to suit all _
abilities, and we rarely work past 1-OOpm. Tea or coffee and biscuits
are provided, and there is a social aspect to the meetings as well as
performing useful tasks.

More volunteers are always in demand
just see what we get up to.

- come along and give a hand, or
Tony Hocking

YATELEY AND THE FOREST OF EVERSLEY

The Forest of Eversley is very important for Yateley, mainly because
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Of all the royal preserves, only the New Forest and Woolmer Forest
have retained significant areas of heathland. However, creative
countryside conservation is now a feature in many parts of the
country. Planting completely new 'Community Forests" is for example,
an idea being promoted by the Countryside Commission. So the idea of
restoring the Forest of Eversley came about with the designation of a
Countryside Heritage Area for the Forest.

The Forest of Eversley was the first CHA to be defined by the County
Council and it covers an area of some 30 square miles. There are
seven Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI's), including Castle
Bottom and Yateley Common. The main aim of the Heritage Area
designation is to improve and restore the heathlands, which may
include acid grasslands, valley
the habitat essentially meanss-

bogs and old woodlands. Conserving

* Prevention of the destruction of heathland;

* Management of heathland i.e. removal of scrub and/or
grasingj

* Restoration of heathland on former heathland areas
i.e. heathland recreation.

To help achieve the conservation objectives of the Heritage Area both
a Steering Committee and a Consultative Group have been meeting since
1989. These have now been superceded by the establishment of a Forest
of Eversley Trust as a limited company with a board of directors. The
company has now been registered as a charity with Lord Tenby as
Chairman. Other directors of the Trust include Vernon Hazel, Rachel
Fuller, Sir Evan Calthorpe, Philip Todd and myself. Servicing is
provided by Hampshire County Council and Hart District Council, but we
are anxious to appoint a company secretary.

A number of groups have been appointed, a Conservation Advisory Group
and a Local History Group. In addition a major event is planned for
June 1993, tD coincide with the Hampshire Landscape Fair in
Winchester. Ideas are being canvassed for a public event and the
Yateley Society clearly has a key role to play as a local body in the
area. Mike Mann is our representative and any suggestions should go
to him or me. Edward Dawson (tel: 877458)


