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THE EDITORIAL.
Dear Member,

This Newsletter may seem a bit thin and insubstantial compared with
earlier issues. This is because the regular publications o-f the
Society are being reorganised.

The principal vehicle -for communication within the Society will
continue to be the Newsletter, but it will concentrate on programme
matters and comment on activities. It will therefore lie somewhere
between the Newsletter and Stop Press to which we have been
accustomed. Issues will appear, as be-Fore, at roughly quarterly
intervals.

The intention is that anything to do with the results of studies,
and/or o-f potential interest to a wider readership than just the
Society will be published in a new periodical, as yet un-named, which
it is hoped will eventually appear quarterly and be produced to a
higher standard than the Newsletter.

Stop Press was assumed to have been killed off in favour of the new
newsletter, but as Stop Press is the best way to meet the occasional
need to spread urgent messages, it will no doubt appear now and then.

— o O o —

Did you all see the May Fayre exhibition? If
I'm sure it is the best display we have ever
has been enormous - Valerie comments on this

A heartfelt thank you to all concerned.

not you missed a treat!
had, and public interest
inside.

With her usual efficiency Stephanie Pattenden organised and ran the
sales for the May Fayre - I understand that the money raised was
enough to fully offset the high costs of the exhibition - thank you
Stephanie, and the helpers and contributors, for such a splendid
effort.

— o O o —

The last Newsletter has spurred two members to respond with additional
information; this is most encouraging, and I hope to see more of this!

NIGHTJAR WALK - Friday 9th July by Irene Draper

We will meet in the small car park opposite St. Neots Road on the
Eversley to Heckfield road at 8:00 pm. Map ref: SU 766 613.

There will be a walk first, finishing in a suitable place in Heath
Warren, Bramshill Forest, to listen to and watch for Nightjars. We
will be accompanied by the local Ranger, Steve Wool ley.

Sorrv - NO DOGS.

Phone Irene Draper (Yateley 870470) if you need transport.



"YATELEY - 1878" by Valerie Kerslake

Masses of material came to light for the Society's "Yateley - 1878"
exhibition, its use limited chiefly by time and the dimensions of our
May Fayre marquee where it made its debut. The boards were then moved
to the library for three weeks, the third by request owing to the high
public interest.

A large section was based on the 1878 school log books from the
Hampshire Record Office, which had not been looked at before. Yateley
National School had at that time? an excellent young head teacher in Mr
Padwick; his agreeably legible entries describe day by day procedures,
academic achievements and of course many problems. The latter
included parents who objected to their children being vaccinated, and
absenteeism due to bad weather or the acorn gathering season.

The 1881 Census provided a great deal of factual information on
households and occupations, while a commentary on many aspects of
village life could be found in the Diary of John Mills. Old
photographs and paintings showed views of Yateley and the common and
many of the old houses, some no longer standing. Sketching was a
popular pastime in Victorian days and there must surely be more
drawings and watercolours around in old albums or picked up at jumble
sales. It would be interesting to see them, and to try to identify
the scene where it is in doubt.

A score of members contributed to assembling this exhibition, some
putting in a huge amount of time and enthusiastic effort. The whole
of the Tipton family was busy with it at one time or another; for
weeks the walls of their house were lined with maps and texts, and
their floors carpeted with neat(ish) piles of pictures and notes.
Everyone says it must not all just be unglued and dispersed. It is
hoped instead to produce some sort of publication based on the
exhibition, perhaps researching more thoroughly some of the
newly-discovered and intriguing clues. Please raise yor hand if you
will join in!

THE FOREST OF EVERSLEY TRUST by Michael Holroyd

The Yateley Society has become a member of the recently formed Forest
of Eversley Trust, which is also appealing for individual members.
The Trust is arranging a programme of about 25 local events during
June, and we hope to distribute a leaflet giving details of these and
of the Trust with this Newsletter. If not, it should be available
from Yateley Library. Details of two events which may be of interest
to Society members are given below.

Walk along the Welsh Drive. Sunday 13 June

This is the Yateley Society's contribution to the Forest of Eversley
Trust's programme. Michael Holroyd will lead a walk along the Welsh
Drive, the old cattle drovers' route running through Bramshill,
Eversley and Yateley to Blackwater Fair. We shall start at Cudbury
Clump on the Eversley-Bramshi11 boundary and walk right across
Eversley as far as Yateley Common, returning by a different route via
Eversley Church. The total distance is 9 miles - a long way to walk
on a summer afternoon, so there will be a shorter alternative route of
4 miles for those who prefer it.

Meet at 2:15pm on Sunday 13 June in the Forestry Commission car park
on the north sids of the Eversley-Bramshi11 road, where the pylon line


