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THE EDITORIAL

Dear Member

The first Newsletter of 1994 and yes, I'm still at the helm!

Those of you who missed the AGM (shame on you!) may be surprised to learn that I
have rejoined the Executive Committee. This was not due to withdrawal symptoms
but to a realisation that I was too cut off from the Society news to do a decent job as
editor. (Did I ever you may ask?)

One great piece of news (to me at any rate) is that Joy Savastano will be helping me by
typing up the Newsletter on a more capable word processor than I have, and that
Richard Field will print the Newsletter in a smarter fashion than before.

So, watch this space!

OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 1994

The Officers of the Society and the Executive Committee were elected at the AGM as
follows:

OFFICERS:
President: Mr Edward Daw son

Vice President: Mr Sydney Loader
Chairman: Dr David Lister

Vice Chairman: Mr Roy Maryon
Secretary: Mrs Carolyn Seymour

Treasurer: Mr David Healey

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Mrs Joy Savastano
Mr Richard Field
Mr Geoff Hoare

Mr Tony Hocking



Grateful thanks are offered to those who have stood down from the Committee after
long service, particularly Richard Johnston whose contribution as Chairman was
matched only by his dedication to Yateley Hall and planning matters, and Michael
Holroyd whose devotion to footpaths and maps and many other topics has been of
great benefit to the Society.

I would like to offer encouragement and best wishes to David Lister as he takes on the
job of Chairman and to Joy Savastano and Richard Field who are venturing onto the
Committee for the first time.



DID YOU MAKE A NEW YEAR RESOLUTION TO KEEP A DIARY IN 1994?

Another Yateley diarist has been found! Many of you will have enjoyed the extracts
from John Mills' Diaries of 1876-1889 which were included in the "Yateley in 1878"
exhibition. Now we have another diary, this time written a hundred years ago by
Harry Tyler. He was about 30 years of age and involved in the family trade - bakery.
Census records from 1891 tell us Harry Tyler was a journeyman baker, living in
Blackwater Road with his wife Ellen and little son, George. A few doors away lived
his father, also George, who had been a baker in Yateley from at least 1876, as we
learn from the School Admission register.

Some years ago, I helped deliver Meals on Wheels to a Miss Tyler, a retired school
mistress; she was Harry Tyler's daughter. We also delivered to Mr William Liddiard,
who was 78 and had lived in his cottage on Cricket Hill since the age of 9 months. In
1981 Pat Tattersal and I took a tape recorder on one visit and chatted to Mr Liddiard
about the Yateley he remembered from just after the turn of the century. Reading the
transcript recently, I came across the suggestion of a return visit to him and also a visit
to Cyril Oxlade. Sadly the visits were not made and are no longer possible. Similar
tapes were made by others at about this time but more recent opportunities have been
lost.

We have access to a wide variety of documents held in the County Record Offices but
often it is these more personal records, such as diaries and oral evidence, that really put
flesh on the bones and give such an interesting insight into life in the more recent past.
Perhap we should be considering another attempt at collecting evidence? It has to be
done systematically and is best done in a structured manner to be of most use. If you
know someone who would make a good subject, or if you would be interested in
making a recording, please contact Elizabeth Tipton. Elizabeth went on a course on
the subject a while back and has some helpful information and advice. Meanwhile, I
look forward to hearing from Harry Tyler about Yateley in 1894 and 1895, and to any
of you who started a diary in 1994, good luck and do keep it up!

Norma Dowling


