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THE EDITORIAL.
Dear Member,

It was too good to last!

One issue of the Newsletter in a new, more attractive format and then
- back to square one!

Unfortunately the benefactor who allowed us to photocopy and bind the
better version at very little cost had to change his job and the
facility was lost. Such is life.

oOo
Did you come to the barbecue? - if not you missed a very enjoyable
evening, thanks to the cooperation and generosity of all who took
part.

oOo
Another successful activity was the May Fayre - more on that inside.

oOo
I hope you have had a good summer holiday, or if you have yet to have
one I hope you get a good break with good weather!

MAY FAYRE 1994

It must be significant, I suppose, that when the weather for the
Fayre is at its best, the takings should also be at their best,
not only covered the day's expenses, but made a healthy profit.

May
We

The would not have happened without the help of a relatively small
number of willing volunteers, both on the day of the Fayre, and on the
preceding days. This includes all the cooks, gardeners, colectors of
saleable bits and pieces, printers of booklets, etc, marquee
collectors and erectors, sales people and the generally useful people
who just happen to be arounnd at the right time.

Thank you all for your help and co-operation - but think what we could
have achieved if even more of the Society members had contributed in
some way. Next time you see a request for help in the Newsletter,
don't just ignore it or forget it, come and join us.

Mary Hocking.

ARCHAEOLOGY IN YATELEY An Account of the Society March Lecture

On the evening of 17th March 1994 a lecture was given by Geoff Hoare
on the archaeology of the land behind Chaddisbrook House (between St
Peter's Churchyard and Pipson's Lane).

The archaeological dig was done in the summers and autumns of 1991,
1992 and 1993, and was rather hindered by very wet weather. On one
occasion Geoff removed 70 gallons of water with bucket and
wheel-barrow from one of his trenches.

In Tudor times this land belonged to the Aslop family, one of the



wealthiest in Yateley, according to the Crondall Customary o-f 1567.

Chaddisbrook House was called Duddasbrook House -formerly, after the
Anglo-Saxon name for the Blackwater River, and changed to Chaddisbrook
J._ i^ __-.i..^i«m ..,-iVK Duddasbrook Cottages in the Reading Road. Itto avoid confusion with
was built in about 1750 and the outward appearance was carefully

recent renovation for St Peter's Church, The chimney
flue or fire under it, and is only a sentimental

preserved in its
on top now has no
appendage.

Several exploratory trenches were dug. One revealed an old ditch
running between the Churchyard and Pipson's Lane. Its raison d'etre,
date and the whereabouts of the spoil from its construction are
unknown. Amongst the rubbish found in it was a whetstone made of
Norwegian rock with a hole at one end for hanging round the neck,
perhaps a Viking neck from which it dropped as he made off with some
Yateley maid. Other finds were a bit of broken tile, and some shards
from medieval cooking vessels.

Near the Pipson's Lane end of the ditch was an old land drain, still
functioning; and Geoff told us a little about land drains and their
manufacture. They used to be made by wrapping clay around a wooden
mould to form a U shape and then installed inverted. During the
period of the brick tax (1784-1850) people made walls from these land
drain segments to
drains as well!

avoid paying the tax; so a ta>: was imposed on land

At another trench a lot of burnt flint was found. Flint is found in
chalk, and is a residue when chalk is burnt for lime. Under the flint
was a lot of ash, and under this the natural sand, which has been
partially fused indicating a temperature of about 900 C. For what
building work the lime was made is unknown.

In the discussion afterwards the uncertainty of carbon 14 dating was
emphasised. Geoff also mentioned the sad fact that no archaeological
evidence of a medieval or earlier settlement has as yet been found in
Yateley, although it is known to have been a village of about 400
people in those day%+ from documentary evidence.

David Lister .

114TH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, 29TH MARCH 1994

The following matters were discussed at the meeting.

1. Matters Arising from the 113th Meeting.

1.1 The Simmonds Braves. Dr Lister had received an estimate of £1,800
for the restoration work. The labour cost, excluding sign writing was
about £700. Jean Mcllwaine would be contacted regarding a possible
donation of wood by an organisation.

Carolyn Seymour would seek a grant from the Hampshire Buildings
Preservation Trust.

1.2 Richard Field and Geoff Hoare would arrange reproduction of the
Tithe Map for sale at the May Fayre.

1.3 Edward Dawson had amended the AGM resolution on Local Government
Reorganisation.

1.4 Hampshire County Council bad provided information on authorities
who can help with pond reclamation.


