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Two social occasions for you

THE EDITORIAL

A member, Tony Spencer of
'Words & Spaces Etc . . .', has
come to our rescue and is print-
ing the Newsletter in a new A5
format. We hope you will like this
form of presentation.

There are two important
announcements in this issue: the
details of the Christmas Social,
and the arrangements for the
Society Annual Dinner for 1995
including the all-important book-
ing form.

Both these social events have
proved popular in the past, and
all members and friends are wel-

come (as long as notice of num-
bers is given in advance!).

The Programme Committee
apologises for the changes in the
talks for October and November.
It is unprecedented for two
speakers in succession to be
unable to attend, but unfor-
tunately we are unable to prevent
people becoming ill.

Grateful thanks are offered to
Edward Dawson and Richard
Johnston for stepping in and
giving us a very interesting even-
ing on 20 October 1994, and
further thanks to Edward for
inviting the Society to the CPRE
AGM on 17 November.

YATELEY SOCIETY AGM
This important event in the Society year will be held on

Thursday 2 February 1995

in Room C.1.4
of the Yateley Centre

at S.OOpm
Please come and support the Society by helping to elect Officers

and Committee Members, and by airing your views.

ociaf
This will be held on

Thursday 8 December
at 8.00pm

in the refurbished
Yateley Centre Green Room

The format will be as last year.
Wine and soft drinks will be pro-
vided, the first glass of wine will
be free and subsequent glasses
will be charged for at 5 Op per
glass.

Any contributions of nibbles
will be gratefully received.

The intention is for everyone to
have a good chat and get up to
date with the Society's activities
during the year. To keep you on
your toes there will be the tradi-
tional quiz in which you have to
guess place names form a list of
cryptic clues.

Unlike other years there will be
prizes for the highest scores!
(Perhaps you ought to bring a
gazetteer of the UK?) Tony Hock-
ing has put this quiz together -
but there is only one mention of
railways, honestly!

The 1995
YATELEY
SOCIETY

ANNUAL DINNER

This will be held at

The Chef & Brewer
(Chequers)
in Eversley

at 7.00 for 7.30pm
on Friday 20 January

The charge will be £15 per
head.

This will include a three course
carvery meal with half a bottle of
wine per head or soft drinks, and
coffee. Any other drinks will be
the responsibility of the in-
dividual.

It is essential that adequate
notice of numbers is given and
that the charges are paid in
advance, this is because the res-
taurant requires early notice for
reserving the necessary space and
pre-payment avoids complicated
mathematics (and possible argu-
ment!) on the night.

An application form is to be
found at the back of this
Newsletter.

Fill it in and be sure of joining
in a jolly evening!
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THE HAMPSHIRE LANDSCAPE
by Edward Daivson

Editor's note: The last minute lack of a speaker for 20 October left little time to find a
substitute, however Edward Dawson and Richard Johnston volunteered to speak on The
Hampshire Landscape and the Historical Background of the disputed Cobbetts Lane
proposed building site. Some notes on Edward's talk are given below.

EDWARD INTRODUCED HIS talk with the following description of 'The
New Countryman', abridged from an article by Clive Aslet.

'The New Countryman lives in double-glazed, double-garaged
houses which have elbowed their way past church and cottages and

eased their bulk on to little infill sites that might once have been a garden or
a paddock. Half of a village may have taken more than five centuries to
evolve, but the other half will have sprung out, like a pop-up book, in less
time than it takes to read a Department of the Environment Planning Policy
Guidance note.

'Verges are trimmed to look like Astroturf, hedgerows are torn up to make
way for parking areas equipped with picnic tables. Our roads have under-
gone a sort of pedicure at the hands of the highway departments.
Roundabouts, curb stones, pavements, rumble strips, raspberry-coloured
tarmac - these things are the painted toenails of the countryside.'

For the purposes of landscape classification Hampshire can be divided
into two main types: the Chalk Downlands and the Lowland Mosaic.
1. The chalk downlands can themselves be sub-divided into three types.

1.1 The Downlands have rich habitat value, with their own character-
istic species, and because of the steep slopes they are generally
unsuitable for arable cultivation, but can be used for livestock. The
good views give a strong sense of place.

1.2 The Open Arable Areas are characterised by intensive production,
they have a very low Nature Conservation value because many
hedgerows have been destroyed and/or there is very limited public
access. These areas are nevertheless a landscape of 'strong identity',
being the 'factory floor' of the agricultural industry.

1.3 The Clay Plateau consists of chalk areas overlain with clay and
flints, it is mainly farmland and woodland. There is much relic
common land, and there are many unmanaged hedgerows which
encourage a diversity of species. Unfortunately much ancient
woodland has been converted to forestry plantations.

2. The lowland mosaic can also be subdivided, into five types.
2.1 The Hangers, woodlands of beech, oak and ash are found in East
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Hampshire, such as at Selboume. They are on upper greensand
escarpments and are characterised by sunken lanes, sandstone walls
and ancient trackways. The greensand also supports arable and
livestock farming, and has many springs and watercourses.

2.2 Heathland and Forest landscapes contain broad, open, extensive
heaths mixed with woodland, grass, bogs and ponds. Hampshire
has more lowland heath than any other county, most being in the
New Forest where the traditional management of grazing is a link
with the past. In the north the fragmented heaths are often used
for MOD ranges and training areas. The vegetation is gorse, heathers,
beech and birch. These heaths suffer from mineral extraction, the
demise of commoning and recreational pressures. Woolmer Forest,
Yateley Common and Bramshill Forest are typical.

2.3 Mixed Farmland and Woodland exists throughout Hampshire,
typical areas are Silchester and the land beside the Rivers Hamble,
Test and Avon, and the flat region around Bramley and Sherbourne
St John. This landscape has been eroded by prominent urban
development and ancient field systems have been lost.

2.4 The Coastline has a wide variety of landscapes and pressures:
farmland and mineral workings, landfill sites, urbanisation and
recreation. These are typical of the Southampton area. There are
enclosed plains such as Hayling Island, also subject to these
pressures. The coastline is nevertheless rich in wildlife with mud-
flats, saltmarshes and shingle beds, estuaries and sand dunes. There
are natural harbours in the east and retreating cliffs to the west.
These areas are under pressure from car parks, sea defences
holidaymaking and pollution.

2.5 River Valleys are concentrated in two basins, the Hampshire Basin
with the south flowing Avon, Meon, Itchen and Test and the
Thames Basin with the north flowing Whitewater, Blackwater, Lyde
and Loddon. The landscape is characterised by mineral extraction,
aquifers, recreational pressures, scrub vegetation. The landscape of
Hampshire has undergone many changes and has suffered from
many influences. Historically things were much simpler, the land
was protected for the benefit of agriculture, now it is protected for
its own sake. The countryside was 'white land' in 1968, not
available for development, but recent pressures have forced a
rethink. The modern pressures come from industry, from the
European Community and from our own nation and are typified by
the UN Commission on Sustainable Development, the EC Common
Agricultural Policy, UK Planning Policy Guidance, tourism, etc, etc.


