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EDITORIAL 9\
big task the FPS have in managing this
large sssi.

The New Executive Committee
The 1995/96 Executive Committee

was elected at the AGM, the members
are:
Chairman Dr David Lister
Vice-Chairman Tony Hocking
Acting Treasurer David Healey (pending

a move)
Secretary Caroline Seymour
Members Irene Draper, Stephanie
Butcher, Richard Field, Chris Halvey,
Colin Webster.

Edward Dawson remains our Presi-
dent, and Sydney Loader a Vice-
President. In addition Daphne Kirkpa-
trick was elected as our second Vice-
President in honour of her long support
to the Society and to the interests of
Yateley.

The retiring Executive Committee
wishes to record its grateful thanks to

DID YOU LIKE the new format? Most
people I have spoken to approve of it.
So now, how about some nice new arti-
cles to make full use of it? I await your
offerings! Are there any particular types
of article that you would like to see in
the newsletter? Please let me know.

You will see from the Programme (on
page 12) that we are having some meet-
ings in room C.I.4 at the Yateley
Centre. This is because the new Green
Room, while comfortable and with the
useful servery adjacent, is much smaller
than the old one, and is too cramped for
most purposes.

In February we enjoyed an excellent
talk on Fleet Pond and the activities of
the Fleet Pond Society, given by Colin
Gray. He brought some superb slides
which showed the delights of the pond
in all seasons, and also highlighted the
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David Healey for his years as Treasurer,
to Roy Maryon and Geoff Hoare for
their time on the Committee, and to
Diana Healey for hosting an untold
number of committee meetings, both
Executive and others.

New Society Members
A very warm welcome is extended to

the new members who have joined in
recent months:
Mr & Mrs Clint, Elm Bank;
Ms Butcher, Tolpuddle Way;
Mr & Mrs Knight, Lucas Close;
Mr & Mrs Webster, Catesby Gardens;

Mr & Mrs Medley, Hillfield;
General & Mrs Gordon, Cricket Hill;
Mr & Mrs Edwards, Round Close;
Miss Wynn, Weybridge Mead;
Mr & Mrs Waller, Ashfield Green;
Mr & Mrs Marsden, Priors Lane;
Ms Large, Hillfield;
Mr & Mrs Gow, Tudor Drive;
Ms Carpenter, Bartons Drive;
Mr Butler, Kelsey Grove;
Mr & Mrs Ashworth, Cricket Hill.

Many of our new members joined in
February of this year, inspired by the
enthusiasm of Mike Mann during the
Cobbetts Lane Inquiry activities.

THE MAY FAYRE
THE MAY FAYRE this year has followed the Bank Holiday in its move to 8 May. As
usual the Yateley Society will be present, complete with the marquee, which we
have used for the last two years, to house our Exhibition.

No doubt you have guessed that I am about to make the customary appeal for
help!

We need
Volunteers to help erect the marquee at about 8:15am, and to help dismantle it at

5:00pm.
There will be a sales stall, with publications as last year, and we ask for your

valuable assistance in providing other sales items: Preserves, Biscuits, Cakes,
Plants, Knick-knacks in good condition.

Reminder
According to EC rules: edibles for sale should have a label giving the maker's

name and address; alternatively a label with 'Made for the Yateley Society, Yateley,
Hampshire' should suffice. A supply of specially-printed labels can be obtained from
Tony or Mary Hocking (see below).

Given the above we also need staff to run the stall and to man the Exhibition.
Will volunteers please contact Tony or Mary Hocking on 875158 (30 Connaught

Close, Yateley). Items for sale should be brought to 30 Connaught Close on
Sunday 7 May for pricing.
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ANNEX TO YATELEY SOCIETY
ANNUAL REPORT 1994

by R H Johnston

I
EXPRESSED CONCERN AT the Annual General meeting that the Annual Report did
not adequately cover some important activities of the Society in 1994, nor
make a clear enough distinction between what was done by the Society and

what was done by others. People are always asking me what the Society does. I
believe it is vital that we make it clear what we did, and whether it was successful or
not. If we don't blow our trumpet, who will? A lot happened last year. Obviously I
can only report on things which I was involved with, so this supplement necessarily
has a more personal perspective than it would have done in the Annual Report.

Planning
The Society was represented at two important Development Control Planning

Appeal Inquiries during 1994. The first, a seven-day inquiry, at which I represented
the Society, concerned the continuation of the use of the Kart Track at Blackbushe,
straddled 1993 and 1994 and was reported upon last time. Unfortunately the
Inspector decided in favour of the Kart Track continuing, albeit with constraints on
when the Track can be used, the most important of which was that it cannot be
used on Sundays. As a Society, however, we were very disturbed by the way the
evidence presented by third parties was treated in the report. Because Hart District
Council raised no nature conservation or other environmental objections apart from
noise, the Inspector simply ignored all the issues which we raised. I wrote on behalf
of the Society registering a formal complaint with the Secretary of State for the DOE.

The second Inquiry, in November and December, concerned a Charles Church
proposal to develop 100 dwellings on land at Cobbetts Lane. The Annual Report
covers this Inquiry quite well, but did not indicate the Society's distinctive
contributions. The Yateley Society, as is usual in such cases, provided the Cobbetts
Lane Action Group with help and advice on presenting their case at the Inquiry.
Yateley Society member Mike Mann first brought forward the suggestion of
involving Mr Philip Colebourn, formerly Hampshire County Council ecologist and,
after discussions with other Yateley Society members, Mike put his name forward to
the CLAG leadership. Quite apart from our financial contribution, The Yateley
Society provided Mr Colebourn with extensive historical evidence in support of his
case which concerned the damage the proposal would cause to the historic
landscape and long-term maintenance of the heathland of the Common.

Once again I represented The Yateley Society at the Inquiry, which lasted eight
days, and I was the only 'third party' person present for the entire duration. I
presented evidence as the representative of The Yateley Society on all relevant
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planning considerations, but our distinctive contribution concerned the long-term
land-use transport and social implications of further housing development in
Yateley. The land-use transport evidence I presented drew on my former
professional expertise as a land-use transport researcher. This was the first Inquiry
where we could rely on the new Planning Policy Guidance on Transport (PPG 13).
Unfortunately, this PPG is in its early days, and it is apparent that the planning
system does not yet know how to use it properly. While preparing for the Inquiry, I
also did a video traffic count outside Frogmore Campus in the morning rush hour.
Anyone who wants to watch traffic may apply to me for a copy of the film - it is
slightly more interesting than watching paint dry, honest!

As Inquiries go this one was rather tedious: Charles Church employs a particu-
larly humourless breed to represent itself. The only lighter moments were when
Charles Church suggested that Yateley had a good bus service, and a good shopping
centre, both of which produced laughter from the public gallery. We got our own
back, in humour terms at least, when I suggested, during cross-examination of their
transport expert, that the once-a-day bus service to Bracknell was akin to the old
song Last train to San Fernando - 'if you miss this one you'll never get another one'.

The outcome of the Inquiry is not yet known, but it is impossible to be optimistic
about the long-term future of the Cobbetts Lane site because of the attitudes to the
site within Hart District Council itself.

The importance of the second Inquiry was that many new Yateley people became
involved, and have become familiar with the planning process. I got to know some
of them quite well, and I am pleased that some have become Society members,
having been impressed by the quality of the work done by The Yateley Society.

Also it was important as an educational process. I had not appreciated that the
form of the Cobbetts Lane fields is unique, sufficiently so that Mr Colebourn used
them in his book as the best example of medieval enclosure in the whole country!

The Society arranged a walk of the area of the site for local people and explained
the issues to them, and many others went to the Inquiry and heard for the first time
about how heathland should be managed - by grazing. The need for grazing of the
Common, and for farmland to be available in support of this, emerged strongly as a
result of Mr Colebourn's involvement. The implications for Yateley Common could
be important if The Yateley Society and others, such as The Forest of Eversley
Trust, take inspiration from Mr Colebourn's work to give the management of the
Common a new impetus and direction.

The only long-term (measured in hundreds of years) way to manage heathland is
by grazing. Our present methods are really only sticking plaster, are very labour
intensive and do not do the job very well. Indeed, in the future, we will probably
regard our present attempts at management as forms of vandalism. I accept that we
are doing our best in the circumstances and I am not criticising anybody in saying
this. But why get men to do badly what cattle can do well?


