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THE EDITORIAL
Dear Member,

I have had some comments on the News-

letter, which is very helpful, and they are

listed here to see if they encourage more

people to provide ideas. A bit of feedback is

always encouraging!

1. A contents list, preferably on the front

page, would be welcome.

2. Local walks (in addition to those led by

Irene Draper) should be advertised.

3. A list of members should be attached

occasionally, for the benefit of new

members.

4. Sub-committees should be listed, with

their activities.

5. News of the activities of neighbouring

societies should be included.

6. Members could be asked to report on our

talks, or on other local events.

7. Updates on long-standing items, eg the

Simmonds Graves, are required.

8. The Editor might enlist the aid of

'persuasive and extrovert' assistants to

gather material for publishing.

9. Newsletters could be sold in the public

library. A regular supply of membership

leaflets should be provided there,

Any more comments???

Some of the above will be incorporated as

space allows in the Newsletter, some will have

to be debated and attended to later.

1. Planning Sub-Committee

Function: To review local planning

applications. To prepare comments on

important local planning applications and

issues as advice to local authorities. To

prepare and give evidence at Planning

Inquiries on matters of importance to

Yateley.

2. Programme Sub-Committee
Function: To arrange a programme of

talks, walks and social events for the

Society.

3. Publications Sub-Committee
Function: To establish a policy for the

nature of Society publications of all types.

To organise the production of the

publications.
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NEW MEMBERS
from Geoff Hoare

We extend a very warm welcome to the
following new members who have
joined the Society in recent months.

Mrs Statler
2 Laurel Cottage, Cricket Hill Lane

Mr & Mrs Seagrave
Woodpeckers, Cricket Hill

Mr & Mrs Payne
1 Tudor Drive

Mrs Mains
Coach House, Old School Lane

Mr & Mrs Larkin
18 Pond Croft

Mr & Mrs Craighill
Leafy Oak Farm, Cobbetts Lane

Mr. Beere
3 Hillfield

Ms. Edgar
3 Hillfield

Mr & Mrs Colbert
l la Round Close

SUMMER SOCIAL
ONCE AGAIN VALERIE and David Kers-
lake have very kindly ofTered the use of
their garden for a social event. The now
traditional Summer Social is always
popular and we have taken up this offer
of a venue.

This year, to be different, it will NOT
be a Barbecue. We have decided on an
AL-FRESCO BUFFET instead.

The date:
Saturday 1 July

The venue:
Lime Tree Cottage,

Chandlers Lane

The time:
7.00pm

The price:
Adults £2.50 Children £2.00

(Pay on the night)

Admission covers a main course of
something savoury with salad and a
glass of wine, or soft drink. (More drink
will be available, for which a voluntary
donation would be welcome.)

For sweets we rely on your offerings
as in other years (the selection of
delightful confections that you all
usually bring could not be bettered!)

A raffle prize would also be most
welcome.

Finally, some able-bodied helpers are
needed to set things up, from about
6.30pm.

Note: It would be wise to bring a
garden chair as they tend to be in short
supply!

PLEASE TELL MARY OR TONY
HOCKING (YATELEY 875158) IF
YOU ARE COMING - BY FRIDAY
23 JUNE.
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MAY FAYRE
by Tony Hocking

NCE AGAIN THE Society did well financially at the May Fayre, at least
that is the simplified message given by the following summary.
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O
Receipts

Publications
General sales

£83.45
£154.27

Total ___£237.72

Expenses

Pitches (3 @ £25)
Hire of Marquee
Exhibition
Total

£75.00
£ 50.00
£53.00

£178.00

Apparent profit (omitting cost of publications) £59.72

This shows that the general sales covered the majority of the expenses,
and any profit was due to the sale of publications. It is difficult to calculate
the real profit because each publication has its own costs which in any case
have already been born by the general Society funds and not the May Fayre
expenses.

What is obvious from the figures is the very high cost (£125) of attending
the May Fayre, before considering the exhibition expenses. Why three
pitches? The marquee itself occupies two, and the spread of guy ropes forces
us to occupy the third.

Behind this result was a lot of hard work. Most of you are familiar with
my annual plea for help with the May Fayre, and some of you responded, as
always, with great enthusiasm. I, and the rest of the Executive Committee,
are extremely grateful to all those who helped with the marquee, the
Exhibition (particularly Stephanie Butcher who covered the Cobbetts Lane
story) and the sales. The generosity of a few of the members contributing to
the items for sale, especially cakes, was quite overwhelming.

This looks like a healthy picture, the Society was being advertised and our
costs were covered. The snag is that much of the work was done by the
usual group of 'old hands'. It seems a bit silly when this small group of
members make or grow the items for sale, do the sorting and pricing, man
the sales stall and even buy some of each other's contributions! Ah well, at
least the Society as a whole gets some benefit.

I've booked the marquee for 1996 already, so we will be begging again
next year! What would be nice would be for more members to contribute to
the sales items. We know that not everybody is up to setting up marquees or

spending all day on their feet behind the tables, but if they contributed only
one worthwhile item each it would spread the load and make a big
difference.

Cakes and jams or preserves of all types are good saleable lines, and the
more the merrier. However cakes and jam cost money to make, and the
other good line is always plants. A few rooted cuttings of bedding plants or
indoor plants, or even a single healthy young shrub from a seed or cutting
from your garden would do very nicely. There's a whole year to go - so why
not start things growing now and make a useful contribution with close to
zero cost and effort!

Again in the low cost/low effort category of help we need containers.
Those who make their own jams and preserves and sell them need jam jars
(preferably 1 lb size with screw tops), and there is a need for old plant pots
for the seedlings and cuttings which we sell. So, please hoard away some jam
jars and plant pots for next year - every little helps!

STILWELLIANA
by Valerie Kerslake

m WINDFALL OF STILWELL memorabilia turned up earlier this year and is
/ \ being mulled over by members who try to pursue Yateley's history.

± Jt, John Pakenham Stilwell came to live in Yateley in the early 1870s
when his wife, formerly Georgina Stevens, inherited Hillfield (later Yateley
Place) which stood on the land enclosed by Cricket Hill Lane, Stevens Hill
and Potley Hill Lane - now a residential estate - and Fiske Court. For many
years the Stilwells were the most prominent family in Yateley. John Stilwell
was very conscious of the responsibilities of his wealth and class, and in spite
of commuting daily by open carriage to Farnborough and then by train to
work at his bank in London, he was deeply involved in church and village
affairs, as his children were after him.

There are no Stilwells in Yateley now, but Jean Mcllwaine, an enthusiastic
family historian as well as church archivist, has kept in touch with some of
the family, with the result that Lindsay Stilwell, a great grandson of John,
most kindly lent Jean and the Society a whole suitcase full of papers,
photographs, journals and letters passed on to him by his elders. They shed
light on all sorts of uncertainties about Yateley in the past century, even
though they sometimes contradict evidence from other sources. Amongst
legal documents are ones relating to probate, which list John Stilwell's
tenants and the houses which they rented, thus pinning down names to


