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Editor: Tony Hocking, 30 Connaught Close, Yateley (01252) 875158

EDITORIAL
Dear Member, over what Common Rights are
Once again I have some feedback and how people acquire them,
to report - in the form of a Peter Tipton will try to clear up
'Letter to the Editor', I hope this the mysteries,
will start a run of letters! The Society has always been

There is a strong flavour of very interested in local history,
conservation and related matters and a dedicated group of mem-
about this issue, due mainly to bers has been working for many
the Society being asked to make years amassing a large amount of
hay - but more of that inside. carefully-researched factual infor-

One input in this vein is the mation. The topic gets an airing
first of a short series of articles in this Newsletter because the first
concerning Commoners and version of the History Project
Common Rights. There is much Database is now on offer. This is
uncertainty amongst many people a very exciting development.
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NEW MEMBERS
from Geoff Hoare

WE EXTEND A very warm welcome to the
following new members who have
joined the Society in recent months.

Mr & Mrs Durdle
22 Tolpuddle Way

Mr & Mrs Phelps-Jones
27 Walnut Close

Mr Todd
Dressors, The Street, Eversley

Mr & Mrs Johnson
2 Heatherwood Close
At the end of July the current mem-

bership of the Society was 197.

[Editor's note: Geoff is resigning the
post of Membership Secretary on 30
September. He has been doing this job
almost since the dawn of time, with
great efficiency and dedication.

Unfortunately, being an archaeologi-
cal expert, much called upon for digs
and tutoring, does not leave enough
time for organising our membership.
We wish him well in the future and
hope to continue to see him and Maisie
at Society functions.

Rumour has it that David Lister has
recruited Graham Brown to be our new
Membership Secretary, so you will still
be badgered for your subscriptions!]

THE SIMMONDS GRAVES
by Tony Hocking

IT IS TIME for another update on the
progress on this project.

The woodwork has been cleaned and
repaired and missing parts replaced, for
the agreed sum already reported.

The initial estimates for the painting
and lettering turned out to be greatly in
excess of the figures anticipated in the
last Newsletter. As a result the work
came to an abrupt halt while other con-
tractors were approached.

David Lister has now found a firm
who will do the work for a sum within
the anticipated limits and the woodwork
has been delivered to this firm.

Any financial assistance will be
gratefully received!

Donations should be sent to:

Dr D Lister, Monteagle Surgery,
Tesimond Drive, Yateley GUI 7 7FE.

The Yateley Society
Registered with the Civic Trust
Registered Charity No 282397

The Hon Secretary
Carolyn Seymour

7 Wren Close
Yateley

Hampshire
GUI7 7NZ

Telephone
01252 871294

Copy dates:

Newsletter
5 November(!)

Stop Press
When necessary
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COMMONERS' CORNER
by Peter Tipton

What are common rights?

THE SOCIETY HAS several members who have common rights. So I thought it
would be a good idea to keep in touch with them via a regular slot in the
Society's newsletter. I hope this may also prove interesting to other

members.
There are two main tracts of common land in Yateley parish over which

commoners have rights: Yateley Common (CL24) and, despite its name, Yateley
Green (CL27). The two reference numbers are those in the Common Land Register
kept by Hampshire County Council pursuant to the Commons Registration Act
1965. The two tracts of common land have two separate sets of commoners, whose
rights are also registered by Hampshire County Council in the rights section.

Some properties such as Monteagle House have rights over both Yateley
Common and Yateley Green, and some, such as Brookfield House, only have
rights over Yateley Green. Most people only know of grazing rights, but there are
others. The right of estovers enables the commoner to take small branches and
sticks for his own use either for fuel or for repair of his fences or buildings. The
right of turbary is the right to cut turf for fuel for the commoner's own house.
Piscary is the right to fish in ponds, streams and rivers, again for the commoner's
own consumption in his household, and not for resale. It must be stressed that,
although the land is common land, only commoners registered to use these rights
can use them. For instance members of the public might have to pay for a fishing
permit to fish alongside a commoner fishing for free.

News items
The County Council has been trying to sort out who are now the owners of

registered properties in Yateley. Elizabeth and I have agreed to help the Commons
Registration Officer to sort out who now owns what, which properties exist on
which land, and to help commoners who may still be struggling with apportion-
ment problems to get themselves onto the register. Even the phrase 'get themselves
onto the register' is a bit of a story. The 1965 Commons Registration Act provided
for the registration of the names and addresses of the then existing commoners and
their rights.

This simple sentence in itself took about ten years to be accomplished in
Yateley, after a reputed expenditure of £100,000 in legal fees, the arrest and
appearance in court of Daphne Kirkpatrick, now our Vice President. There was
even, in another case, fisticuffs at Little Vigo. Another registered commoner, well
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known to Society members, was Tom Dodd, who appeared on Ester Rantzen's
programme after his cottage at Silver Fox Farm on Blackbushe was bulldozed
'mysteriously'. Tom's wife Doreen still defends her corner.

The nice lady at the Castle and 1 had a little giggle this morning since the 1965
Act did not cater for the fact that commoners sell their properties, sometimes tidily
to a single owner and sometimes to several owners, such as did J E Cobbett.
Sometimes, like Gordon Dickinson at Yateley House (the old egg farm on
Firgrove), they sell their property for housing estates. Sometimes they split a single
holding into three such as at Heatherside, or at Windy Ridge, subject of a planning
application in today's Courier. Since the 1965 Act only provided for a register for
the originally-registered commoners, any change of ownership can only legally be
written onto the registers in pencil.

There seems to be no law saying that commoners should update their entry (in
pencil) in the registers, but if you don't, your rights may get struck off through a
technicality of which you are unaware. If you are a new owner of a house with
common rights, proud of your stake in Yateley's history, ready to stoke your
yuletide fire with sticks collected from the Common 'by hook or by crook", please
get in touch with Elizabeth and me on 873378. Likewise if you are a not-so-
common member of the Society and you know of any commoners please ask them
to get in touch. Elizabeth and I are going to have to bang on doors, and I estimate
there are now about one hundred!

COMMON KNOWLEDGE
by Mike Mann (Conservation Co-ordinator)

THERE IS GOOD news to report on the Conservation front. Firstly, the
Yateley Society has applied for, and won, a Hampshire County
Council grant of £110 towards the costs of tool replacements for our

Conservation Working Parties on Yateley Common. This has enabled us to
purchase four new pairs of Loppers and two new Bow Saws which will be
very useful this coming winter. An expenditure report and letter of thanks
has been sent to Hampshire cc on behalf of the Society.

Secondly, during this year our Conservation Working Parties, like the
weather, have smashed record after record. For the last Working Party of
1994, and again for January 1995 we had new record attendances (we think
that word of the hot mulled wine and Mary's mince pies might have had a
lot to do with it). To put this commitment into perspective, the combined
total of worked hours during January and February of this year was greater
than for the entire year of 1989, when the author started keeping detailed


