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EDITORIAL

It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of Sydney Loader on
March 27th. Sydney, a long term Vice-President of the Society, was our
expert on village life and local history. He was one of the lecturers on the
course which led to the formation of The Yateley Society and was a
founder member. Our deepest sympathy is extended to Florrie and to the
rest of Sydney's family.

Dear Member,
The May Fayre is upon us again and

the usual list of requests and jobs to be
done appears inside this Newsletter. Bear-
ing in mind the high cost of participation
in Planning Inquiries, of which several are
expected within the next year, it is impor-
tant that the May Fayre sales are made as
successful as possible to boost our reserves
- so please contribute as much as possible.

We have had the AGM since the last
issue, which means that a new Executive
Committee has been elected, the members
are:

Officers:
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Hon Secretary
Hon Treasurer

David Lister
Tony Hocking
Richard Johnston
Peter Tipton

Committee Members:
Ted Brooks
Graham Brown {Membership Secretary)
Stephanie Butcher
Irene Draper
Colin Webster

Our thanks go to Carolyn Seymour,

David Healey and Geoff Hoare who
retired after long service to the Society.

The return to the EC of Peter Tipton
and Richard Johnston is most welcome -
their hard work for the Society will
become, justifiably, more obvious.
Confirmation as Membership Secretary of
Graham Brown is equally welcome.

Edward Dawson was confirmed as
President for another year, to make a
round 10 years. After that the title of
President will probably lapse and another
means of marking exceptional service to
the Society will be found. This is but one
feature of a planned shake-up of the
Society constitution, of which you will be
kept informed.

THE SIMMONDS GRAVES
Restored at last! The wooden grave

marker was assembled and installed on
Sunday 31 March. Gail and Ron Patten-
den, with a band of Society labourers, put
the big jigsaw together widi considerable
effort and lots of screws and glue. Go and
see it in the churchyard - and pray that
the local yobs keep away from it!
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

If we are to have a new membership drive, we should start by making the name of
the Society visible. I would guess that many local people have never heard of The
Yateley Society, let alone its aims. In the presumed absence of a delinquent member
with a can of spray paint, I suggest the following:

1. Let the Newsletter be displayed in the library.

2. Let copies be on sale there, if possible, or elsewhere in the town.

3. Have membership leaflets available in the library.

4. From time to time put on small, well-designed exhibitions (plastered with our
logo) in the library, possibly elsewhere as well. (As this is, of course, a lot of
work it may be impracticable even though we have heaps of material.)

5. Make sure our permanent poster outside the library is replaced from time to
time. I believe there is none there at present.
{Editor's Note: This matter is in hand, a draft poster awaits agreement of its
content.)

6. Submit regular articles from the Newsletter, or elsewhere, to the parish magazine
whose editor cries out for contributions. In the days when we had something in
almost every month they had a special Society logo to head the page. Do readers
of the parish magazine know about the Simmonds Graves, for example, and our
part in preserving them?

7. Occasional articles are suitable for neighbouring magazines. The editor of the
Sandhurst church magazine is one who is also desperate for material.
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8. Advertise our sparsely attended talks:
a) with posters - we have blank posters with logo, all ready to be filled in, and I
dare say we have calligraphers amongst our members.
b) In local papers, with an outline of the talk as well as the brief announcement.

9. Ask someone to write up some of our talks for local papers, parish magazines,
Newsletter- and not always the same person.

10. We have a reputation for unfriendliness, so delegate a couple of people in
advance for each meeting (committee and others) to welcome new faces - even
if they do sometimes turn out to be founder members! - who may anyway like
someone to talk to them.

11. Appoint a publicity team to shoulder all these burdens and think up more.

Valerie Kerslake.

COMMONERS' CORNER
by Peter Tipton

I ALWAYS TELL PEOPLE that our Common rights go back to the time of Alfred the
Great, who was Lord of the Manor of Crondall which then contained the small
settlement from which modern Yateley has developed. Strictly speaking I

should say that our rights go back to 'time immemorial' which in law is 1189. You
will by now understand that common land originated in the time of thanes and serfs
and obtained its current legal status in the time of barons and villeins. No wonder
modern lawyers and planners think the whole thing is anachronistic.

Common land has its roots in the feudal manorial system which was the basis of
the English economy. Each manor was supposed to be self sufficient. The Statute of
Merton of 1236 placed a basic obligation on lords of the manor to provide land for
the ordinary people to graze their animals, collect their firewood, cut their
beanpoles, dig the gravel for their yards, and dig peat for their own fires. The land
so provided was of course the worst in the manor and is still called 'waste of the
manor'. Following so closely behind Magna Carta, the Statute of Merton was a
democratic way of providing subsistence for every householder in the land through
his or her own efforts. Far from scoffing at this system like modern lawyers and
planners, I think we could well learn something very fundamental about our own
society from studying the way the manorial system aided the poor, whether you
favour the welfare state or Thatcherism.

Yateley people were very lucky that their manor was quickly added (in 976) to the
portfolio of manors supporting the old monastery at Winchester. Crondall was
specifically designated to support the Prior and monks, rather than the Bishop.
Crondall Manor existed for a millennium until the feudal system stopped on
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1 January 1926. The manor survived the Dissolution of the Monasteries and was
redesignated to support the Dean and Chapter. Eventually the holdings of the
church were reorganised and the Lords of the Manor became the Ecclesiastical
C ommissioners.

Their successors, the Church Commissioners, virtually gave (with two exceptions)
most of the common land in Yateley to Yateley Parish Council in 1954. The Parish
Council kept Yateley Green but passed on 470 acres of common to Hampshire
County Council. Yateley Common is a single tract of land but by the 1950s the
Church Commissioners did not own the Common to the west of old Vigo Lane,
which then ran through the middle of what is now Blackbushe Airport terminal
building. That western part was sold to Lord Calthorpe in 1912. In 1942 this land
was requisitioned under wartime emergency powers. Blackbushe was derequistioned
and returned to common in 1960. To the south of the A30 the Crown Estate
Commissioners purchased the common land from the Church Commissioners for
MOD use. It is all common land registered under the 1965 Commons Registration
Act. The same Act registered the Common rights of twenty three commoners.

Famous Commoners
This quarter I should like to mention two famous military Yateley Commoners.

Air Chief Marshall Sir William MacDonald was appropriately enough one of the
wartime commanders of RAF Hartford Bridge Flats (Blackbushe to us). Despite this,
he was a staunch supporter of his Common rights and the registration of Yateley
Common, including Blackbushe. A near neighbour of Sir William's on Cricket Hill
was General R Llewellyn Brown. General Brown was latterly Director General of
the Ordnance Survey. His sister started Yateley Industries, and he did the Yateley
Society great honour by becoming one of our first Vice-Presidents. It was a great
pleasure to attend Commoners' meetings with such gentlemen, and to have their
support.

16 May, 8pm, C.I.4, Yateley Centre

Tree and Woodland Projects
in Hampshire

An illustrated talk by Susannah Peckham, Woodland Conservation
Officer for Hampshire Wildlife Trust. Susannah will discuss her
work with the HWT, with reference to some of the woodland
projects she has been involved with and will explain the Tree
Warden scheme.


