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THE EDITORIAL

63: SEPTEMBER I996

Dear Member,
You have no doubt noticed that a

price has appeared on the front
cover - but do not panic - members
will continue to receive them free!
We intend to offer copies of the
Newsletter for sale to the public, both
as a means of spreading information
and as a means of advertising the
Society.

Some of the meetings listed in the
Programme are in unusual venues,
this is an experiment to see if the
choice of venue has any influence on

the people who come to meetings.
Your reactions would be most valu-
able - please speak to any Commit-
tee Member if you have any
comments.

One of these occasions will be the
Christmas Social, which this year is
being organised by Irene Draper and
Norma Dowling - apart from the
enjoyable social activities there will
be a short introduction to a pro-
posed series of talks in 1997 which
will follow a set theme - come and
find out what is going on!

WALKS -
SO WHERE

DO YOU
WANT TO

GO?
IT WOULD BE nice to have more
walks in the Society Programme, but
unfortunately the usual walks leaders
have run out of ideas.

If you have a favourite walk, either
local to Yateley or not more than 15
miles away, we would like to know
about it.

You would not have to lead the
walk (if you did not wish to) -
leaders are no problem - it is the
inspiration that is lacking!

Any suggestions will be gratefully
received.

Please contact:
Tony Hocking on Yateley 875158

or
Irene Draper on Yateley 870470.

ANTHOLOGY:
MIRAGE or
REALITY?

by Elizabeth Tipton

To THOSE OF you who think the
Birthday Anthology of thoughts on
Yateley was a momentary insubstan-
tial idea, there is indeed substance,
but it has been buried beneath a pile
of dross labelled Planning. With
both the responses to the proposed
alterations to the Hart District Plan
and the stop-start progress of the
Fox Farm III planning inquiry mon-
opolising (for what seems like a
lifetime) the computer command
seat and the mealtime conversations
chez Tipton, the anthology has
remained a pile of fascinating contri-
butions from over twenty members.
Now, without making any further
rash promises as to publication date,
I will attempt to assemble it and find
an appropriate mode for publication.
You will be kept informed of its
progress.

THE YATELEY SOCIETY
HISTORY DATABASE

Richard Johnston will soon be issuing a new updated and enlarged version of
the History Database

This will be Version 2.5
Issue is expected by the end of September
Queries to Richard on Yateley 872 832.
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on

Saturday 7 December
at

The W.I. HALL
Reading Road

8 - 10.30pm

Tickets
£3.50 for Yateley Society members

£4 for non-members

To include buffet supper and a glass of wine or non-alcoholic fruit
punch.

As with the summer social we hope to raise a small amount of money
- to help pay for further ecological surveys on Yateley Common.
We hope that members will give their full support to this event.

There will be another diabolical quiz devised by Tony Hocking (hint:
brush up on bird names), good food and good company.

Do join us for a thoroughly enjoyable social evening.
Donation of raffle prizes would be appreciated.

Tickets available from:

Irene Draper 01252 870 470

Norma Dowling 01252 870 226
or at the monthly Society meetings

AN APPRECIATION OF
AUDREY TAYLOR

1908-1996

T
by Peter Tipton

HE SUDDEN DEATH of Audrey Taylor in May this year, just two months
short of her eighty-eighth birthday, has robbed The Yateley Society of
one of its staunchest supporters. The Shorter Oxford Dictionary
defines staunch as 'standing firm to one's principles or purpose, not to

be turned aside, determined' (1623). The definition almost conjures Audrey
alive before the mind's eye. At her funeral, her son Nicholas filled out for
her many friends more unknown facets of her remarkable personality.
Though her upbringing, education and marriage all contributed to a
forthright style and impeccable standards reflecting the ideals of an age
which has almost disappeared, her mind and ideas were far from conven-
tional. Her curiosity and energetic interest in everything constantly grew,
whether through pride in the achievements of her family of sons, daughters-
in-law and grandchildren; in response to the varied demands of her life as a
military wife; or in dealing with the hundreds of anxious relatives she
directed from the Enquiries desk through the corridors of Frimley Park
hospital. Her vitality was inexhaustible and her determination to help others
absolute. When the WRVS finally discovered her true age, bureaucracy went
all of a twitter and shamefacedly had to decline her continued services as a
volunteer. Audrey promptly went and offered her services to Yateley
Industries. Many people in Yateley will be familiar with the beautiful garden
of Handford Cottage, which the Taylors bought in 1959. In springtime
especially, the garden glows with the colours of azaleas and rhododendrons
beneath the rare towering conifers grown from seed by Audrey and her
father. The oaks which line the garden's eastern boundary were saved by
Audrey and incorporated into the garden when neighbouring 'Edgelane
House' was razed and developed. The garden's paths are laid out with
bricks collected by Audrey in her bicycle basket 'with permission, of course',
as she said, when the nearby World War II hangars were being demolished.
Audrey was a founder member of The Yateley Society, always attending the
monthly talks and lectures. She was continually aware of the currents of
concern in Yateley and wrote good stiff letters of objection on planning
issues which affected the wider community. With her death we have lost not
only a firm supporter but a member whose opinions counted.


