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THE EDITORIAL

JOB VACANCY
The Society urgently needs a

PUBLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN

We have several willing authors with plenty of ideas; what is needed is someone
who will help progress their writings and organise printing and sales. Various
people in the Society have had limited experience of this, and could advise on
getting started, but they are heavily involved in other aspects of the Society's
activities and cannot take this job on in addition.

If you can help - please contact the Editor, or the Executive Committee

THE YATELEY SOCIETY
HISTORY DATABASE

Richard Johnston's new updated and enlarged version of the History Database
Version 2.5 is now available

Queries to Richard on Yateley 872832.

Dear Member,

AGM/SGM 20 February, Yateley
Centre Room D.1.6

As already announced in Stop Press
33, the AGM is upon us, combined
with the continuation of the Special
General Meeting to update the
Society Constitution to meet chang-
ing official requirements and
circumstances.

The Constitution changes are vital
to the future of the Society, there-
fore it is essential that, at the very
minimum, a quorum of 20 members
attend the meeting. I implore you to
come along on 20 February, to
ensure that we have a quorum for
the important business and for you
to hear first-hand what is happening.

The AGM papers accompany this
Newsletter.

It is unfortunate that pressures of
work have resulted in no less than
four members of the Executive
Committee not seeking re-election
at this AGM. We offer our grateful
thanks to Irene Draper, Stephanie
Butcher, Ted Brooks and Colin
Webster for the very valuable contri-
butions which they have made to the
running of the Society. It is worth
noting that some, if not all, of them
will continue to help from time to
time in an informal way.

Any volunteers to take their
places on the Executive Commit-
tee? 'New blood' would be
especially welcome.

Are You Wild About Woodlands?
For the many of you interested in

natural history I would like to draw
your attention to the WEA 'Wild
About Woodlands' advertised in this
issue. Those who know Bruce
Gwynn can vouch for his exception-
ally wide knowledge and experience;
this is guaranteed to be a first-class
course.

Peter Tipton has contributed an
article, 'Eversley & Yateley', demon-
strating that the Society should
consider the mutual ties with our
neighbouring village and that we
should not be too parochial.
'Commoners' Corner' will resume in
the next issue.

As happens in most years 1996
saw the departure of a number of
members - and of course we lost two
long-standing stalwarts: Sydney
Loader and Audrey Taylor.

New Members
However, it was nice to enrol a

large number of new members dur-
ing the year. We offer a warm
welcome to the following who joined
after the last Newsletter was issued:
Mrs Needes, 3 Hall Farm Crescent.
Mr Samuels, 33 Mistletoe Rd.
Mr Stevens, 22 The Avenue, Cam-
berley.
Mr & Mrs Tuevo, Ms Ronkainen, 6
Woodboume Close.
Mr, Mrs & Miss Wates, Gardeners,
Old School Lane.
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WINGS OVER YATELEY
by Nor ma Dowling

HIS SUMMER, WITH the coldest May for 50 years, butterflies were slow to
appear in our garden, but they certainly made up for lost time as the
weather warmed up. By mid-August they had surpassed all previous
records. We had two new visiting butterflies: a Common Blue female

and a Clouded Yellow that I was lucky to spot as it passed over hurriedly
with only the briefest glance at what was on offer. This latter only reaches
England during warm summers.

But for me the highlight was the super-
abundance of Painted Ladies. What a year
it has been for them! Some days I just
had to drop whatever I was doing and go
outdoors among the fluttering throng.
Nearly always upwards of a dozen of them
varying in size and intensity of colour.
Some sipping nectar, others resting on the
ground with wings wide but many dashing about the garden for the sheer joy
of flying, it seemed to me. And what a beautiful design on those wings!
Could any other arrangement of black, white and orange be more perfect?

The buddleias were, of course, the favourite flowers for these beauties.
Some days, when I was drawn out for a close-up look, there were also Red
Admirals, Commas, Peacocks, Meadow Browns and Small Tortoiseshells on
the 'Butterfly' bushes. Other butterflies to visit the garden were Orange Tip,
Brimstone, Speckled Wood, Gatekeeper, Holly Blue, Large Skipper and
Large and Small Whites. Early on it was the Sweet Rocket that attracted the
Painted Ladies but other well-visited plants were Lavender, Marjorum,
Valerian, Greater Knapweed and Wall Germander. It was the Valerian that
encouraged frequent visits from another newcomer - the Humming-bird
Hawk moth, a day-flyer. It was a delight to watch this moth, with an
incredibly long proboscis, sipping from flower after flower. The Valerian
also attracted clouds of day-flying Silver-Y moths.

I've read that of 56 species of butterfly in Britain, 25 have suffered a major
decline recently because of loss of habitat due to intensive farming, uprooted
hedgerows and increased road and house building. We can all help by
planting the above-named nectar-rich plants in our gardens and a small
nettle patch will provide food for the caterpillars of Peacocks and Small
Tortoiseshells. I can assure you that the resulting aerial displays are well
worth the effort.
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WORKERS EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION - YATELEY BRANCH

WILD ABOUT WOODLANDS
Tutor: Bruce Gwynn

Fee: £35-00

Starting April 8th 1997 - Tuesdays 7:30 to 9:30
12 meetings, 5 indoor - 7 outdoor

Venue: Yateley Centre, School Lane
and areas of woodland in North East Hampshire

The aims of the course are to generate an understanding of how British
woodlands have evolved, been managed through history and how they
function ecologically. Practical ecological mapping and surveying skills will
be developed, enabling participants to gather objective ecological informa-
tion on specific woodlands, to be used towards future protection and
management.

Numbers are limited for this course

Enrolment in advance to

Mrs Irene Draper
22 Lawford Crescent, Yateley, Hampshire GU46 6JU

Tel: 01252 870 470

Cheques made payable to WEA Yateley Branch

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
THE 1996 CHRISTMAS holiday has just
given me the first chance to read and
walk A Walk On Cricket Hill written by
Valerie Kerslake and supported by the
Yateley Society.

Being a resident of Cricket Hill I
noted with some dismay, sitting in my
armchair, that the booklet contained
some obvious 'bloomers' - errors which

anybody, with no knowledge of Cricket
Hill, would spot once they set out on
the described walk.

The first error can be found on page 4
- paragraph titled ''Chestnut Cottage and
Lea Cottage'. It states that 'Numbers 2
and 1 Chestnut Cottages have been made
into one house and recently extended to
the right'. Not correct! 1 and 2 Chestnut
Cottages remain as 1 and 2, each with a
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