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Dear Member,
IN THIS ISSUE Peter Tipton resumes his
interrupted 'Commoners' Corner' arti-
cles. Peter has also written, in his
capacity as Hon. Treasurer, an account
of why the Society has reintroduced the
policy of charging for attendance at our
formal talks.

I confess to making a pig's ear of an
article in the last Newsletter - and I rep-
eat a call for someone to give us a bit of
help with the running of the Society.

After all the heavy stuff about changes
to the constitution in recent months I
decided that a few small bits of trivia
could be included, hence the coaching
articles, even these came to light during
research for the May Fayre.

THE EDITORIAL
A JOB VACANCY

THE SOCIETY urgently needs a Publi-
cations Sub-Committee Chairman.

We have several willing authors
with plenty of ideas; what is needed is
someone who will help progress their
writings and organise printing and
sales.

Various people in the Society have
had limited experience of this, and
could advise on getting started, but
they are heavily involved in other
aspects of the Society's activities and
cannot take this job on in addition.

If you can help - please contact the
editor, or any other Executive Com-
mittee member.

CHARGING FOR TALKS
by Peter Tipton

As YOU WILL have seen from the recent
Stop Press, we have decided to go back
to charging non-members for attending
our main series of talks. When the
Society started we charged non-mem-
bers 60p. Now we shall charge £1, so
not an exorbitant increase. What is new
is that we are asking members to make a
similar contribution on a voluntary basis
for each talk.

The reason for this is not to try to
build up reserves for planning as was
suggested in the Stop Press. Even with
these new charges, the lecture pro-
gramme will continue to run at a loss,
effectively subsidised by your member-
ship fee.

To give you some figures: subscrip-
tions yield about £650 per year. We
used to swallow all this up in admin
expenses, £100 for third party insur-
ance, £100 in affiliations to other
groups (eg the Civic Trust), and £275
for the Newsletter (including postage to
out-of-town members). The AGM used
to cost us about £100 to print the
Annual Report and provide free food
and wine. That left only £75 to cover
Room Hire for eight meetings per year.

We have to provide for all our
planning, history, and conservation
volunteers' expenses, the finance for
publication, and all major projects out
of our other income, which is from
publications (about £300 per year) and
the variable amount of profit we manage
to make on our three main events such

as May Fayre, the Summer Barbecue
and the Christmas Social.

We have judiciously cut all that back,
particularly the cost of the Newsletter.
However, we have embarked on our
major new themed talks and lecture
seires 'The Heathland on Your Door-
step'. You will see from the Society's
Programme on page 13 that we have
invited speakers, experts in their field.
They do not charge us a fee, but under-
standably they do sometimes ask for
expenses.

We are also trying new rooms to hold
our talks - to try to get away from the
classroom image we seem to have picked
up. The wi Hall is proving an excellent
location with its good facilities and its
pleasant ambience.

The next three lectures will cost us
over £105. So even if we collect £1
from every person of the 25 average
attendance, we shall still be relying on
the subscription to contribute £30, the
same as before. Of course, if more peo-
ple attend we should cover more.

The idea is not to turn away any
members if they don't feel they should
pay. That is why we have made it volun-
tary. However, if we are to continue to
bring you the excellent quality of
speakers we have now booked, then I
am sure you will not begrudge less than
a pint of beer to attend these talks. I
suggest you bring a neighbour, since the
whole idea is to fulfill our first charitable
object clause.
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COMMONERS' CORNER
by Peter Tipton

ON EASTER SUNDAY Elizabeth, Eleanor and I decided to walk the Welsh
| Drive westwards from Coopers Hill, something we have never done

before. With pubs, coaching inns, turnpikes and cattle fairs in our
minds from the preparations for the Society's May Fayre exhibition, it was
easy to romanticise about the drovers arriving at our inns and pubs for the
Blackwater Fair every November 8th.

It is not so easy to visualise the drovers with their herds and flocks along
the Welsh Drive as it is today, lined with forestry, even if it has been granted
a prestigious award. The animals needed ample free grazing from the
common lands en route, not fir trees and huge gravel 'mines' which our
present day economy demands. A clear case of acclaimed environmental
management killing the historical evidence. Without any historical evidence
ve conjectured how many people in present day Yateley knew that the
Blackwater Fair operated under Royal Charter, once each year - every year
for some 700 years - until it was killed off as recently as 1930.

We then realised how little we knew about the Fair ourselves, even though
there must be people alive today who actually attended the Blackwater Fair,
to sell stock, as well as to take part in the jollifications. Obviously, the size of
the Fair and the need to pasture so many animals, would cause a major
disruption to the normal quiet life, as well as a major boost to the local
economy. We knew for example that there were no licensing restrictions for
chartered fairs, and that local householders could brew as much beer as
could be consumed. Obviously too, the large number of animals arriving on
Yateley and Eversley Commons, even for those few days in November,
would play their part in the overall ecology of the heathlands we prize so
much today. No wonder that descriptions from the turn of the century
describe Yateley Common as flat for miles with only the odd clump of trees
and some gorse among the heather.

Ancient Hampshire Fairs
When I got home I checked Richardson's Local Historian's Encyclopedia

concerning the Blackwater Fair. In 1889 the Government was investigating
market tolls and rights. It therefore published various reports and its own
contemporary research. A volume entitled Market Rights and Tolls gave,
county by county, the places which were named in Owen's New Book of Fairs
first published in 1792, together with the Government's own research for
1888. In Hampshire the number of places entitled to hold a market had
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dwindled to six. Around here Odiham and interestingly, Mattingley, had
held markets in 1792 but were no longer doing so in 1888. The number of
fairs had also fallen. Eversley, Heckfield and Mattingley had lost theirs,
whereas fairs were still be held at Hartley Row, Odiham and, not surpris-
ingly, Blackwater.

Finding a 'Dud', uh?
The Government also published a list of markets and fair charters dating

from the reign of King John to the 22nd year of the reign of Edward IV
(1482-3). Place names are given in original spellings from a manuscript in
the Public Record Office, styled Palmer's Index no 83. Blackwater is
apparently not named in the Hampshire section of Richardson's summary,
but Dogmaresfield is. However, there is a long alphabetical list at the back
where no county information was given in the original index. Not finding
Blackwater, I immediately looked for Bredeford, the old name for Black-
water corrupted from Bryda's ford, as found in the boundary description of
King Edgar's gift of the Manor of Crondal to the Old Monastery at
Winchester. I was very pleased to find a listing for Bretford, given its charter
for a market 1 lHen3 [ie 1226-7). I postulated that Bredford was actually a
corruption of the Anglo Saxon Brad (broad) and ford.

The only trouble is that I have a very sceptical wife who actually studied
Anglo-Saxon. She pointed out that Bretford could merely be Bradford, as
pronounced in modern usage in that northern city. So, not to be outdone,
she looked through the list and found Dodebroke, a market and fair given in
its charter 41Hen3 (1256-7). Dudda's brook is, according to Baigent, a
corruption fo the old name for Blackwater, as the river, not the place. The
Old Celtic for Blackwater is Dhu dwr, pronounced according to our Celtic-
speaking sister-in-law, something like Dudda.

Futher research needed
If anyone out there is actually qualified in medieval Latin and palaeo-

graphy, it would be interesting to purchase both charters from the Public
Record Office to find out if they will give us any further clues as the origins
of the Blackwater Fair.

In the meantime if there is anyone else out there who would like to
research the Fair in more recent history it might throw light on yet another
usage of our Commons as drove routes, without the need to pay turnpike
tolls and with plenty of free grazing. A plea sent out on the Internet might
not turn up many 80 year olds with reminiscences, but a trawl through the
old Reading newspapers at Reading Library might produce advertisements
and editorial.


