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CHARGING FOR TALKS

by Peter Tipton

As YOU WILL have seen from the recent
Stop Press, we have decided to go back
to charging non-members for attending

our main series of talks. When the
Society started we charged non-mem-
bers 60p. Now we shall charge £1, so
not an exorbitant increase. What is new
is that we are asking members to make a
similar contribution on a voluntary basis
for each talk.

The reason for this is not to try to
build up reserves for planning as was
suggested in the Stop Press. Even with
these new charges, the lecture pro-
gramme will continue to run at a loss,
effectively subsidised by your member-
ship fee.

To give you some figures: subscrip-
tions vield about £650 per year. We
used to swallow all this up in admin
expenses, £100 for third party insur-
ance, £100 in affiliations to other
groups (eg the Civic Trust), and £275
for the Newslerter (including postage to
out-of-town members). The AGM used
to cost us about £100 to print the
Annual Report and provide free food
and wine. That left only £75 to cover
Room Hire for eight meetings per year.

We have to provide for all our
planning, history, and conservation
volunteers’ expenses, the finance for
publication, and all major projects out
of our other income, which is from
publications (about £300 per year) and
the variable amount of profit we manage
to make on our three main events such

as May Fayre, the Summer Barbecue
and the Christmas Social.

We have judiciously cut all that back,
particularly the cost of the Newslerrer.
However, we have embarked on our
major new themed talks and lecture
seires “The Heathland on Your Door-
step’. You will see from the Society’s
Programme on page 13 that we have
invited speakers, experts in their field.
They do not charge us a fee, but under-
standably they do sometimes ask for
expenses. !

We are also trying new rooms to hold
our talks — to try to get away from the
classroom image we seem to have picked
up. The wi Hall is proving an excellent
location with its good facilities and its
pleasant ambience.

The next three lectures will cost us
over £105. So even if we collect £1
from every person of the 25 average
attendance, we shall still be relying on
the subscription to contribute £30, the
same as before. Of course, if more peo-
ple attend we should cover more.

The idea is not to turn away any
members if they don’t feel they should
pay. That is why we have made it volun-
tary. However, if we are to continue to
bring you the excellent quality of
speakers we have now booked, then I
am sure you will not begrudge less than
a pint of beer to attend these talks. I
suggest you bring a neighbour, since the
whole idea is to fulfill our first charitable
object clause.







