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THE EDITORIAL
Dear Member, and buying plenty of raffle tickets! The
I USUALLY SEEM to be pleading for help with turnout was very good, and this boosted the
various activities, but it is my pleasant task income from donations towards additional
this time to offer the thanks of the Society to drinks. Thank you very much to all who took
many of our members. part and contributed in any way - once again

Since the last Newsletter we have had the the Treasurer was smiling from ear to ear!
May Fayre. This was a great success in terms A few friends of members were persuaded
of spreading the word about our activities to join us - this is good for increasing num-
and aims to the public. The exhibition about bers at our events, and could lead to an
the brewing industry proved very popular, increase in Society membership. It was also
for which we must thank Elizabeth and Peter nice to see some of our members who,
Tipton who did virtually all the hard work of understandably, are usually too tied up with
research and material preparation (and still other activities to come along,
kept their business going!) The day was also /— //?/>—\
a success financially; extremely grateful '— "—
thanks are due to all the people who sup- Special meeting 25 September
ported the Society by supplying goods for You may recall that in Newsletter 65 there
sale, manning the marquee and of course was a request for someone to help organise
putting it up and taking it down. The the Society publications. On reflection this
Treasurer was delighted at the outcome, as was too vague an invitation - more informa-
the sales more than paid for the high tion on what we hope to publish and how,
expenses. needs to be given to members, indeed the

Thanks must also be given to the Round way ahead needs to be decided by the mem-
Table who were willing to reduce the pitch bership, before jumping in with both feet,
charges to give us a boost. To overcome the lack of information, and

At the beginning of July we had the Sum- to take soundings of members' ideas on
mer Social. Once again many members publications, there will be an extra meeting
rallied round in splendid fashion, contribut- for this purpose on 25 September in which
ing sweets and raffle prizes in profusion - you are all invited to take part.
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Have You Seen?
by The Executive Committee

SOME WHILE AGO the Executive Com-
mittee requested information on
members' holdings of Society property
and archive material to ensure that the
whereabouts of all such material were
known. The responses pinned down
most of the doubtful items, but one
important group of pictures is not
accounted for.

The Society owns a small collection
of original watercolour paintings and
sketches of Yateley scenes. These have
been displayed on various occasions at
meetings and in May Fayre exhibitions.
These pictures have mysteriously disap-
peared from view within the last two
years and the Executive Committee has
issued an appeal for any information
regarding their present whereabouts.

Globe Farm, Darby Green

Pond Cottage, August 1924

To jog your memories some of the
pictures are reproduced here. The
majority of the originals are fully
coloured - unfortunately we cannot
afford colour printing in the Newsletter.
These reproductions are from photo-
graphs of the originals taken some years
ago.

The sample pictures are a sketch of
Globe Farm and a watercolour of Pond
Cottage by our late vice-president Syd-
ney Loader, a watercolour of the cottage
on Cricket Hill which forms the core of
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the Casa de Cesare building and a
watercolour of the long-vanished
Yateley Mill. When last seen the pic-
tures were contained in a large card
folder.

If you have any idea where the pic-
tures are now - please tell Tony
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Cricket Hill Cottage

Watercolour of Yateley Mill and the
Ford over the Blackivater River

Hocking (Yateley 875158), Richard
Johnston (Yateley 872832) or Peter
Tipton (Yateley 873378).
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Dragons, Frogs, Worts and all

by Norma Dow ling

HOSE OF us who have been attending lectures and joining walks over
recent months will be quite knowledgeable now on the subject of
insects that can be seen locally. After Arthur Jollands' excellent slides
and the walk on Sunday 1 June we may even be able to identify some

dragonflies!
The second walk in the 'Exploring the Blackwater Valley' series was a

circular walk from Bramshill to Farley Hill and back, along the river
footpath, green lanes and country lanes. Those who participated were
surprised at the peace and rural atmosphere to be found so close to home. It
was a windy day for butterflies. Some of us did see a Small Tortoiseshell, a
Speckled Wood and a tatty Peacock.

However, at times the air seemed filled with damselflies and dragonflies,
but in fact most of these belonged to just three species. Two were
damselflies and the one that was sadly not flying, as it had landed in front of
a stile as we were crossing, was a dragonfly. Along the path we saw
Common Blue Damselflies with their narrow bodies banded with vivid blue
and black, but in great abundance, dancing over the river, was the Banded
Demoiselle or Banded Agrion which likes fast flowing water. There were

clouds of them, easily distinguished by the 'thumb print' on their wings and
blue/green bodies. The dragonfly we saw was a Black-tailed Skimmer with a
short flattened pale blue body, with a black tip to the abdomen. For those in
doubt, a resting damselfly holds its wings over its body vertically, whilst the
dragonfly always rests with wings outspread. Both have large compound
eyes; those of the dragonfly usually meeting in the middle, whilst the
damselfly has a gap between giving it a hammer-head appearance.

The day's mystery object was an insect with red and black wingcases. I
think this was the frog hopper, Cercopsis vulnerata. Frog hoppers, which get
their name from their ability to jump, are usually known from their nymphs
which hide in a mass of 'cuckoo spit', though in fact this particular frog
hopper's nymph lives underground. Incidentally, I learned while making this
identification, that insects are divided into two groups from the way their
wings develop. In the first group the wings develop gradually outside the
body, as in grasshoppers and dragonflies and frog hoppers etc, and the
young are called nymphs. Whilst in the second group of insects, which
experience a dramatic development, the young are known as larvae and are
very unlike the adults. Moths, beetles and flies are in this group. There were
larger creatures on view too, such as the bull watching us as we approached
a stile but he was really more interested in his attendant females, some of
them Park cattle - white, with horns and black noses. To complete the rural
scene we passed sheep, lambs and horses.

Although the spring flowers were over and summer not yet in full bloom,
we did see quite a bit to interest us including Common Vetch, identified by
tiny black marks on the stipules below the pea flowers; Poppies looking very
attractive growing in the Wheat; White Campion with soft hairy leaves
growing by a stile and Greater Stitchwort which is in the same family but
has smaller flowers and begins flowering earlier. By the river we saw the
highly poisonous Hemlock with purple splashes on the stems and Hemlock
Water-dropwort, also poisonous. Another wort, Hedge Woundwort, was at
one time used for dressing wounds. Growing along the paths were Herb
Robert and Water Avens, the latter with small yellow flowers.

Returning along the river we saw Bulrushes, with their tassels of flowers.
The water-side plants with the brown poker-like flowers that are often called
bulrushes are really Reed Mace. Shrubs and trees of interest were the
Spindle; Elder, with creamy panicles of flower; Guelder Rose, in the
viburnum family and White Poplar.

The group of eighteen that completed the circumnavigation agreed that it
had been most enjoyable: it was good to see 'old faithfuls', new 'walking'
members and several non-members. July's walk is again insect-orientated;
Dr Guest is leading us on a Butterfly Walk on the common.


