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THE EDITORIAL
Dear Member,

A HAPPY NEW Year to everybody!
As soon as a new year comes around

we (well, some of us) start thinking
about the Annual General Meeting.
This was announced in Stop Press 36,
but as it is so central to keeping our
policies in line with members' thoughts,
I will repeat the formal notice:

THE YATELEY SOCIETY AGM
The AGM will be held on Thursday

February 26th at 8pm - in Yateley Cen-
tre Room D.I.6.

You are strongly urged to attend. The
AGM is the forum where Society policy is
decided and endorsed by the member-
ship; the larger the attendance the more
democratic is the outcome and the
stronger the case when policies are
quoted at Inquiries and other formal
occasions.

This year several Executive Commit-
tee members and one Officer are stand-
ing down; you are invited to volunteer
or nominate people to take their places -
please contact the Vice-Chairman or
Secretary as soon as possible, and in any
case before the meeting.

Did you know that a new section of the
Blackwater Valley Footpath opened

recently? It goes West from Moor Green
Lakes (across the river from Moulsham
Lane) to Longwater Road which runs
from Eversley to Finchampstead. Some
of us have been to see it, and Irene
Draper will lead a walk along the new
section in March.

I have asked several times for some
'Letters to the Editor' as these enliven
any newsletter and could be your easiest
way to air your thoughts, serious or
humorous. So far there has been a very
thin trickle of letters, so I would like you
to do better! If you prefer to disguise
letters as more formal articles - no prob-
lem - there is no hard dividing line, any
input makes my job easier.

You will find an article on Gadd's
Stores inside, this started out as a simple
note in 'Letter to the Editor' style,
about a stamp; but a couple of innocent
queries brought a flash flood of informa-
tion about Mr Gadd that merited a
proper article!

In the absence of adverse comments
1998 will see the Newsletter and Stop
Press continue in the style to which we
are accustomed.

NOTE: If YOU believe that
something should be publicised or pub-
lished urgently - let ME know, a Stop
Press is easy to produce.

AGENDA
for

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE YATELEY SOCIETY

26 FEBRUARY 1998
Room D.I.6 of The Yateley Centre at 8pm

The AGM Agenda will be:

1 Apologies for Absence.

2 Minutes of the Sixteenth Annual
held on 20General Meeting

February 1997.

3 Matters Arising.

4 Chairman's Address and adoption of
Annual Report for 1997.

5 Treasurer's Report and approval of
Accounts for year ended 30 Septem-
ber 1997.

6 Election of Officers:

a) Chairman

b) Vice-Chairman

c) Hon Secretary
d) Hon Treasurer.

Election of Executive Committee.

Resolutions.

Members are reminded that nomina-
tions for officers must be received at
least fourteen days before the meeting.
To be valid, nominations must bear the
signatures of proposer and seconder,
and of the nominee expressing his/her
willingness to stand.

Anyone willing to fill a vacancy on the
Executive Committee is invited to con-
tact the Vice-Chairman or the Secretary
before the meeting.
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MAINLY SUMNERS, WITH
STOOKSES AND A BENSON

by Valerie Kerslake

FOLLOWING THE QUERIES on the Revd Henry Sumner in the last Newsletter,
I offer a few notes that may whet someone else's appetite to take on the
genealogy of this extensive, wealthy and influential clerical family.
(Thought might not one of them have already done it?) In the 19th

century the Sumners moved in the very highest social and ecclesiastical
circles. Henry's father was vicar of Buriton, near Petersfield, his grandfather
was Bishop of Winchester and lived in some splendour in Farnham Castle,
his great-uncle was Archbishop of Canterbury. The father of his wife was
John Utterton, Bishop Suffragan of Guildford, which appointment was
taken subsequently by Henry's uncle, George Sumner, and there were many
other relatives who were curates, vicars and above. It seems that most of the
sons of the Sumners went into the church and most of the daughters
married clergymen.

Apart from the Sumner/Biddle marriage in 1638 (and incidentally a Dr
Biddle lived three houses from The Vicarage while Mr Sumner was there),
we know of other Sumner connections with Yateley. Two sons of the Bishop
were among the half dozen pupils of a Mr Barnett who had a school in the
vicinity of Old School Lane. The writer Frederick Locker Lampson recalls
them in My Confidences as fellow pupils for whom he did not care too much
in 1830 when he was nine
years old. Other young
Sumners may have followed
but we have no evidence of
them. We do know that
Mrs Louisanna Gibson, the
eldest daughter of the
Bishop, and widow of the
Revd William Gibson,
moved from a large house
in Farnham to a large house
in Blackwater about 1870,
so Henry had a aunt and
family of cousins close by
when he Came to Yateley. Glebe House, once The Vicarage

(Valerie Kerslake 1987)
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Also an Edwin Sumner was gardener at Yateley Hall in 1881.
The Revd Henry Sumner was born in Buriton just after his father became

vicar there in 1845. He went to Eton and then to Trinity Hall, Cambridge,
and held two curacies before the Bishop of Winchester (no longer Bishop
Sumner) appointed him Vicar of Yateley in 1874. He must have seemed like
a gust of fresh air after his 93-year-old predecessor who had been incumbent
for 53 years. Henry was just 30, energetic, conscientious and full of ideas.
He immediately enlarged The Vicarage (Glebe House) which was soon
buzzing with activity - not only his own young family (five by the 1881
census) but church meetings, school treats and many visits from many
relations. Visitors were sometimes roped in to sing, play or otherwise
perform at Penny Readings or concerts at the school (now the Village Hall),
and when the then craze for lawn tennis was sweeping the country in the late
1870s they would have made good use of The Vicarage's three new tennis
courts of various shapes and sizes.

His achievements with the restoration of the church and other improve-
ments in church affairs are recorded elsewhere and would doubtless have
been more numerous if he had not died in 1885 at the age of 40.

Heywood Sumner, the artist, was the one who got away. As a grandson of
Bishop Sumner he and Henry were first cousins. He was brought up in the
vast Old Alresford Rectory where his father, the Revd George Sumner, was
rector for many years before becoming Bishop of Guildford. His friend
W A S Benson - whose sister Haywood married - had probably been a
childhood companion, for like Heywood he had been born in Alresford, the
son of William Benson, JP. These Bensons may have been related to
A C Benson and his brothers E F the novelist and R H, also a writer but not
so very closely; their father was Edward White Benson, the first Master of
Wellington College and later Archbishop of Canterbury (twenty years after
Archbishop Sumner).

Moving on to C C Benson's A House of Quiet in which there is a fairly
convincing description of a small boy's walk from his home at Wellington
College to Yateley, I can only suggest that he was trying not to make his
account, particularly of Yateley Hall, too easily identifiable when he calls the
village 'Grateley'. Twenty years later in another book of reminiscences, The
Trefoil, in which he again dwells upon Yateley Mill, he has lost those
reservations and Yateley is Yateley. It would be interesting to know if the
people of Grateley near Andover feel any possessiveness about the earlier
book. Since on the map there appears to be no river for a mill to be set
upon, their grounds would be shaky.

Now for Stooks, where there will be as many queries as notes. Colonel
Charles Sumner Stooks would be the C S Stooks who wrote The Parish


