
Socle

Newsletter
IN THIS ISSUE

May Fayre Appeal
An Admiral on Valentine's Day

Commoners' Corner
More of Mr Gadd

No 69
Free to Members

April 1998
£1 to Non-Members

i ' l i i i



THE YATELEY SOCIETY NEWSI.ETTFP

THE YATELEY SOCIETY
Newsletter No 69 April 1998

Editor: Tony Hocking, 30 Connaught Close, Yateley GU46 6QQ (01252) 875158

69: APRIL I998

THE EDITORIAL
Dear Member,

As YOU SHOULD be aware, the Society
Annual General Meeting was held on
Thursday 26 February.

You have already received the 1997
Annual Report, and this was formally
accepted without query or comment.
The Treasurer's Report, in which Peter
Tipton was able to announce a healthier
financial position than for the previous
year was also accepted, with a minimum
of additional explanation.

One of the most important functions
of the AGM is to elect the Officers and
Members of the Executive Committee.
The new incumbents are as follows.

Officers:
Chairman - Tony Hocking (new posi-
tion, was Vice Chairman in 1997).
Vice Chairman - Roger Coombes (new
election).

Hon. Secretary - Richard Johnston (re-
elected).

Hon Treasurer - Peter Tipton (re-
elected) .

Executive Committee:
Graham Brown (re-elected, continuing
as Membership Secretary).
Norma Dowling (re-elected).
Ken Crick (new election).
Philip Todd (re-elected).
David Ashworth (re-elected).

Another important function of the
AGM is to discuss and vote on resolu-
tions. This part of the proceedings can
be lively, or amusing, or tedious, or
incomprehensible or all four! However,
there is a serious purpose behind all
this. The resolutions that are passed
form the policy of the Yateley Society.
Once a particular topic or item has been
voted on and approved by the member-
ship it can be justifiably claimed to
represent the view of the Society and
not just to represent the view of the
person quoting it.

This is extremely important when
evidence is being given at Planning
Inquiries and in similar circumstances.
To have documented proof that a
Society of 200+ members agrees with
what is said has been shown to have a
far greater impact than a lone personal
opinion.

I have quoted the five resolutions
passed this February in an article in this
issue of the Newsletter.

I have decided that each issue of the
Newsletter should include an article from
the Chairman - however this causes me
some confusion over what to include in
it, so if you find that there is no obvious
difference in style or content between
the 'Editorial' and 'Chairman's Chat'
then I am entirely to blame!
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HELP! MAY FAYRE
(Monday 4 May 1998)

WE NEED:

Volunteers to help erect the marquee
at about 8.15am, and to help dismantle
it at 5pm.

There will be a sales stall, and we ask
for your valuable assistance in providing
sales items:

Preserves, Biscuits, Cakes, Plants,
and Knick-knacks in good condition.
Please wrap all edibles (to comply with
hygiene regulations). Given the above

we also need staff to run the stall. Will
volunteers please contact Tony or Mary
Hocking on 875158 (30 Connaught
Close, Yateley). (Items for sale should
be brought to Stephanie Pattenden at
26 Home Park Road, Yateley (road off
Hall Lane, opposite Yateley Hall) on the
evening only of Saturday 2 May or dur-
ing Sunday 3 May for pricing.)

Now read Norma Dowling's article
on Plants for the May Fayre Stall!
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MAY FAYRE PLANT STALL
by Norma

EACH YEAR, AT the May Fayre, we have a
good display of plants for sale given by mem-
bers who dig and delve in their gardens for
us. This, along with cakes, bakes and pre-
serves, helps to cover our costs and add a bit
to funds.

This year, as one of our guests, we hope
to have in the marquee with us a representa-
tive of Butterfly Conservation, which has
nominated 1998 as 'The Year of Butterflies
and Gardens'. We thought it might add to
the interest if we themed our plants. Looking
at the list of the top 200 nectar plants we feel
sure many of you will have a number of
these in your garden. Why not share them
and help attract more butterflies to Yateley
gardens?

Do you have any self sown Buddleias?
Don't throw them out - pot them up! Bud-
dleia is the favourite nectar supply for many
butterflies. Lavender is second favourite.
Have you a spare cutting? Can you split up
clumps of Michaelmas Daisy, Ice Plant,
Marjoram or Red Valerian? (It was on this
latter that I saw Humming-bird Hawkmoth
and Silver Y moths the other year.) These
are all good suppliers of nectar.

Dow ling

If you have Sweet Rocket, Honesty,
Forget-me-nots, Teasel, Tree Mallow or
Lemon Balm I'm sure you will have some
self-sown seedlings that you could spare; you
were probably going to throw away the
Forget-me-nots anyway! Have your Coton-
easters provided young plants that you do
not require? I notice that Pot Marigold
seedlings are just beginning to germinate in
the patch where I grew them last year. I
should have some to spare. As well as help-
ing butterflies they may deter tomato pests.
If you are you sowing Candytuft, Lobelia,
French Marigold or African Marigolds
please spare a few seedlings. Why not take a
stroll round your garden and see what you
can find? You might be surprised. I caught a
little white violet that seeded last year with-
out me noticing the flowers.

I am sure many of you take as much
pleasure from watching the butterflies in the
garden as I do. Let's increase our pleasure!
But don't worry if you do not have any of
the above plants to share, come and buy
instead!

Other garden plants and house plants will
still be welcome on the stall.

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
by Tony

FIRSTLY, A THANK you - to all those who
attended the AGM, voted in the new Officers
and Executive Committee, and who voted
on our resolutions. It was a valuable and
essential service to the Society.

As often happens, there was no contest
and no opposition when it came to electing

Hocking
the new Chairman, so here I am. I suspect
that the Society will carry on with little
obvious change, but time will tell.

We were very sorry to lose David Lister as
Chairman - he had many good ideas during
his term in office, and was responsible for
two very important projects. Firstly he

guided the restoration of the Simmonds
Graves marker to a very successful conclu-
sion; secondly he put considerable effort into
the attempt to renovate and use the old St

' Barnabas' church, a project sadly brought to
a stop by the disastrous fire. We thank David
for his efforts, and wish him all the best in
the future.

The two new faces on the Executive are
particularly welcome; an infusion of new
ideas and new points of view never does any
harm to any committee! Roger Coombes has
some good ideas on publications which he
aired at the publications meeting last year
and we hope to make use of these; and Ken
Crick has a strong interest in natural history,
witness his excellent talk on dragonflies in
December last year. At the same time those
people who have been re-elected will ensure
that there is a degree of continuity, which is
also a good thing.

Finally, our very grateful thanks to Irene
Draper for her years of service on the Execu-
tive, and her support to many aspects of the
Society; we wish her well.

As usual the Society will be represented at
the Yateley May Fayre with the customary
marquee. Did you know that we have been
present at every May Fayre from 1981
onwards? The illustration shows that first
'display' (doesn't time fly - our son, who was
collecting the money, is 30 now!) 1 am keen

< to maintain our involvement as long as we
continue to benefit from being on show. As

ever - success relies on your help and

support.

We are particularly keen to increase the
amount of goods for sale - some lines,
especially food items, tend to run out around
lunch time and some extra input for the early
afternoon would be most welcome.

This year there is to be a departure from
tradition in that we will not just have one
large exhibition of our own, but will invite
other organisations to have displays while we
content ourselves with a smaller exhibition
with a display of photographs, documents
and so on, showing what we need to gather
for research and publications purposes.

The reason for this change is that much of
our effort is being diverted into publications
at the moment; an equally good method of
publicising our work and our aspirations for
Yateley, and possibly less ephemeral!

Needless to say we will still have our sales
stall in operation, and that is mentioned
elsewhere in this Newsletter.

1998 AGM RESOLUTIONS
HE FOLLOWING FIVE resolutions were passed at the 1998 AGM on
Thursday 26 February.

Incorporated in formal Yateley Society letters containing some
background information, these resolutions will be copied to those

public bodies and organisations which, we hope, will take appropriate action
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