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THE EDITORIAL
Dear Member, depends upon the availability of
IT IS MY pleasant task to thank members speakers.
for the help that they have given me in As well as adopting the historical
terms of contributions to the Newsletter. theme we hope to widen our horizons to

I was overjoyed when my plea for include other areas adjacent or near to
articles in the recent Stop Press was ans- Yateley. It is inevitable that over the
wered virtually overnight. I think this is years our parish and the neighbouring
the first time that I have had such a areas will have affected each others'
rapid response to such a plea, and cer- development and it seems reasonable to
tainly the first time that such a quantity learn more about the other places. The
has appeared and been promised. Camberley video shown on 17 Septem-
Thank you very much for getting me ber is a case in point. There will be
out of difficulties, and I hope that there more on Camberley, or more accurately
will be more to come in the future! (I Surrey Heath, in January.
have given myself a start for issue 71 by i>«>u:
splitting the longest article into two IN A DIFFERENT vein, I draw your atten-
instalments and postponing one of my tion to two activities planned for Yateley
articles, but I shall need a lot more!) Common this autumn.

j>*ct The November Conservation Day is
FOR THE MAJORITY of the talks this sea- expected to be supported by a contin-
son we hope to have a historical theme, gent of Gurkhas; we will need extra
to counteract the long but necessary volunteers for this as the Gurkhas want
concentration on heathland in recent to use the occasion to improve their
times. This does not mean that natural English. There is more detail in the
history, etc will be ignored - it all body of the Newsletter.
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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
by Tony Hocking

DID YOU HAVE an enjoyable summer? IWEARING MY OTHER hat I would like to

offer thanks to another group of people, all

those who gave help to the Society by

supporting the May Fayre this year. I

realise that it was a long time ago, but this

is my first opportunity to offer thanks

publicly.

I am delighted to say that the sales and

publications stalls took over £260 this

year, an all-time record, which, even after

the high costs have been met, is of great

assistance to the financial wellbeing of the

Society.

The May Fayre is our prime opportun-

ity to display our research and other

activities to the public and to encourage

new members to join, and I and the

Executive Committee regard our presence

there as most important.

The principal aim of the sales is to

offset the considerable expenditure

involved in booking the space, hiring the

marquee and putting together our exhibi-

tion.

On behalf of the whole Society, thank

you, all contributors, for your very gen-

erous support to the Yateley Society sales

stall, and thank you again to all those

people who helped organise and man the

two stalls and the displays, and those

stalwarts who helped with the marquee. I

have tried to thank everybody personally,

but for those people who have been left

out, please accept this article in lieu; I

know that, unfortunately, some names

were not recorded because of the hectic

nature of the preparations.

hope so, in spite of the variable weather.

Mary and I took part in two organised

trips with two very different organisations.

The first was in the spring with Senior

Ranger Bruce Gwynn and his 'Wild Walk-

ers'. A group of Society members and

fellow enthusiasts were led by Bruce on a

natural history expedition to the far south

west and the Scilly Isles. This could be the

subject of a slide show.

The second trip was to Belgium with a

large group of lacemakers for an interna-

tional congress (OIDFA) in Gent, and for a

tour of some of the best Belgian cities.

(One of the articles in Neivsletter No 71

will come out of this trip.)

YET ANOTHER WORD of thanks is due.

Some of the ladies who attend most of the

talks and other meetings have taken over

the preparation of teas and coffees; this is

much appreciated by all who come along

and it adds a lot to the enjoyment of these

meetings.

THAT REMINDS ME of another matter.

The Programme Committee has

become short of ideas for talks and other

types of meeting, and needs one or two

new people to revitalise it, and also

someone who would be willing to intro-

duce speakers and either give thanks

afterwards, or organise other members to

give thanks. How about it? If you have any

bright ideas or would like to help the

Society in a different way, please ring me

on (01252)875158.
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YATELEY'S BUSES, 1921-1975
by Peter Holmes

IN CONTRAST TO many villages and small towns, Yateley never had a locally-
based bus company. Coach operators, yes, but not scheduled public
services.
In June 1920 the Reading branch of the British Automobile Traction

Company started a route via Arborfield, Eversley and Finchampstead to
Crowthorne. In the following month, the company adopted the name
'Thames Valley Traction Company', which was destined to remain for a
further fifty-one years.

Owing to the poor state of the roads, the service was cut back to Eversley
Bridge in November, but in May 1921 it was extended in a different
direction, via Yateley to Blackwater. A month later, a further extension into

Camberley settled the route into the form
which many of us still remember, served by
Thames Valley's red buses.

The company was well known for its policy of establishing 'dormy sheds'
- small garages in places remote from its main depots, which avoided the
need for an almost empty bus to run out to the terminus in order to operate
the first journey into town. A shed adjacent to the lych gate of Yateley
church was acquired around October 1921 to house one bus, and was
extended to double the size in early 1924. For some time, the operation of
what later became Service 4 was based solely at Yateley.

The only competition for Thames Valley, albeit short-lived, arose in
November 1923, when Mr J H A Weaver appeared on the scene. He was an
opportunist, willing to try a route for a few weeks, and then move on if it
failed to show a profit. His route was Camberley - Blackwater - Yateley -
Crowthorne, and in subsequent years he tried the Guildford and Cranleigh
areas, as well as working his original area of operation at Slough.

Thames Valley's Service 4 had expanded to nine journeys daily by 1929,
though Yateley's working people would have found the first runs into
Reading (8.50am) and Camberley (9am) of little value. The allocation of
pneumatic-tyred (open-top) double-deckers in that year allowed the
reduction of journey time between Reading and Camberley from 85 to 73
minutes. Covered-top double-deckers appeared just under a year later. Extra
Saturday services were added during the thirties, and the people of Yateley
benefited from several additional short workings into Camberley on
Saturday evenings, allowing visits to the two cinemas there.

Wartime changes led to the closure of Yateley's dormy shed in 1942, and
all the buses on Service 4 were thereafter based on Reading.

Shortly after the war, a new operator appeared in Yateley. Until 1939,
Odiham Motor Services had an Odiham - Camberley route, running along
the A30, with the Ely Hotel being the nearest stop to Yateley. On 27
August 1945 this was reinstated, but diverted to serve Eversley Cross and
Yateley before rejoining the A30 at the Ely. Four buses (later increased to
seven) ran daily, and the possibility of travelling from Yateley Cottage
Hospital on the bus was one of the benefits soon recognised. The new
service even received favourable attention from the London Evening

Standard.
At the same per-
iod, Thames Val-
ley were running
their service every
hour, with addi-
tional Yateley -
Camberley buses

Double Decker Bus
(HMO 843) (marked

on back: Thames
Valley 1948

(Photo supplied by
Peter3 Relf, 26 Oxford

Street, Northwood,
CowesIOW. No

11029.)
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