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THE EDITORIAL
Dear Member,
IN THIS ISSUE you will find two articles
based on, or about, talks which have
been given to the Society. I was asked to
provide, or obtain, such articles for the
benefit of those members who missed
the relevant talk(s), and possibly to
allow some development of the themes
of the talks. I am much indebted to
Roger Coombes and Phil Stevens for
starting the scheme off.

It seemed a good idea to include the
minutes of the Annual General Meeting,
again for the benefit of those who could
not attend, and also because no one will
remember a thing about the meeting if
the Minutes wait until February 2000
for issue!

mainly to a good supply of ideas from
members, if you have a good idea for a
talk, even if you do not know a suitable
speaker, please let me know - I can
always investigate.

Please note that the talk scheduled for
April has changed from that advertised
in the last Stop Press - a question of
fitting in speakers when they are avail-
able. (That should stop you ignoring the
Programme!)

IT IS A long time since we had a research
article in a formal format, I am very
pleased to present the archaeological
investigation article by Carol White, it
makes an interesting change.

FOR ONCE WE have all the Talks for the
year arranged at an early date - thanks

OTHERWISE, THE Newsletter is as usual, I
trust that you find it interesting and
enjoyable.
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MINUTES OF THE
18th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF

THE YATELEY SOCIETY
MINUTES OF THE 18th Annual General Meeting of The Yateley Society held at 8.05pm on
Thursday 18 February 1 999 in D. 1.6, The Yateley Centre, School Lane, Yateley, Hampshire

1. Attendance
Tony Hocking Chairman, Peter Tipton Treasurer, Roger Coombes Vice-Chairman,
Richard Johnston Secretary and some 1 8 other members.

2. Apologies for Absence
Sue Warren, Maisie Hoare, Ted Dovvling, David Lister, Ann Knott, David Kerslake.

3. Minutes of 17th Annual General Meeting held 26 February 1998
These were approved unanimously. (Prop Norma Dowling, 2nd Ron Pattenden).

4. Matters Arising
a) Item 8) Executive Committee Members. Although elected, David Ashworth had never

accepted the trusts of the Society.
b) Item 9) Resolutions. Letters had been sent to the relevant authorities, and had elicited

the predictable responses. However these resolutions were important as determining
the policy of the Societies on the issues in question.

The site of Old St. Barnabas has now been cleared and planted with trees, but the legal
situation is unknown.
Applications for lawful use certificates were still causing problems at The Flats and at
Cricket Hill.

5. Chairman's Address
The Chairman summarised the main features of his report, which had been circulated
before the meeting.
The Annual Report was adopted unanimously, (prop Graham Brown, 2nd Norma
Dowling).

6. Treasurer's Report
Peter Tipton presented his Treasurer's Report, which was prepared on the same basis as
the previous year.
The cash balance of about £3400 represented an increase of approaching £1000 over the
previous year, however expenditure on an expert witness for the Fox Farm Inquiry during
the year, but not paid until after the year end, effectively reduces this by £350. This year,
the purchase of a set of eight new postcards will cost some £1250.
The accounts were adopted unanimously, (prop Irene Draper, 2nd Ted Brooks)

7. Election of Officers
These had all been proposed in advance as required under the Constitution, and had
been nominated as follows:
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Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Tony Hocking
Roger Coombes
Peter Tipton
Richard Johnston

prop Richard Johnston
prop Tony Hocking
prop Norma Dowling
prop Ken Crick

2nd Norma Dowling
2nd Ken Crick
2nd Ken Crick
2nd Norma Dowling

These were unanimously elected unopposed, en bloc.

Election of Committee Members
The following were proposed for the committee:
Graham Brown
Philip Todd
Pam Medley
Colin Medley

Prop Irene Draper
Prop Peter Tipton
Prop Edward Dawson
Prop Jean Mcllwaine

2nd Elizabeth Tipton
2nd Michael Mann
2nd Elizabeth Tipton
2nd Mary Hocking

These were elected en bloc, unanimously.
Irene Draper proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring committee members.

9. Discussion: the future of Yateley Town Centre
Peter Tipton, who represents the Society on the recently reconstituted Yateley Town
Centre Management subcommittee of Hart District Council, introduced a wide-ranging
discussion on the future of the Yateley 'Town Centre'. The subcommittee had already
begun its work by carrying out an analysis of its Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities
and Threats, but there was a need for Society members to say what they would prefer for
the future.
During the discussion, which reached no formal conclusion through lack of time, a
number of important issues were raised.
The existing situation had amounted to a long period of stagnation and decline during a
long period when there had been a boom in shopping developments elsewhere. In spite of
this, shop rents remained unrealistically high.
The Town Centre is too small and spread out to function properly, suggesting that some
existing housing might need to be redeveloped for commercial use in order to make an
effective centre. Unfortunately, Hart's policies had been counter productive, as they had
given permission for yet more housing in areas which should have been devoted to Town
Centre development. ;
Parking problems, which have also recently become worse as a result of losses of car
parking to development, were recognised as a serious discouragement from using the
Town Centre, and all-day commuter parking by users of London Link buses was another
major irritant.
Yateley lacks sufficient businesses and other commercial activities to provide a firm basis
upon which to build a successful shopping centre. Some of its existing office space has
been empty for years.
Simply tinkering with the present situation was unlikely to be effective: a broader vision
was needed. What sort of place should it be, as compared with other local centres like
Fleet, Hartley Wintney or Sandhurst, for example? There were signs that owners of some
shops were changing their style, and opening in the evening and over weekends, rather
than closing just at the time when most Yateley people were returning home. It was
important to recognise that such shops needed to be retained and encouraged if any
changes were made.
Perhaps, as a dormitory suburb, Yateley Town Centre needs to concentrate more on
evening-based entertainment facilities like a cinema, museum or environmental centre.

with associated pub and shopping, or to encourage some form of specialist activities.
Such uses would need to be chosen carefully to avoid attracting the less socially desirable
elements of society, as they would have a negative impact on the perception of the area
and so discourage the renaissance of the centre.

10. Any Other Business
a) The Yateley Society has been invited to stage an exhibition in September to mark the

25th anniversary of the opening of the Yateley Library. The exhibition will be on the
Myths and Legends of Yateley. Volunteers are needed to undertake research.

b) Jean Mcllwaine drew attention to the fact that 5 May 1999 will be the 20th
anniversary of the St Peter's Church fire. It is not known whether anyone will be
marking this event in any way.

c) Michael Mann drew the Society's attention to discussions local residents are having
concerning the possibility of closing Stevens Hill to through traffic.

The meeting closed at 10.15pm.

Richard H. Johnston, Secretary. 1') February 1999.

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
by Tony Hocking

ANOTHER YATELEY SOCIETY Annual
General Meeting has been put behind
us. By now you should all have seen the
Annual Report which forms the back-
bone of the meeting, and the all-
important Financial Report.

Our Officers for the new year are
unchanged as: Chairman: Tony Hock-
ing; Vice-Chairman: Roger Coombes;
Secretary: Richard Johnston; Treasurer:
Peter Tipton.

The Executive Committee Members
are: Graham Brown (Membership Sec-
retary); Philip Todd; Pam Medley;
Colin Medley.

I am very grateful to the Officers and
Committee Members who are continu-
ing their good work, and very pleased to
welcome the new Committee Members.

HAVE YOU NOTICED that in the last few

months the sad remains of St Barnabus'
church have been removed and some
trees planted? An unfortunate end for
what we hoped could have been both a
useful building and a preserved bit of
Yateley's story. However, looking on the
bright side, we now have a bit of land
restored to greenery instead of being
built on!

THIS YEAR WE are breaking with a tradi-
tion which has lasted from the very fiirst
days of the Society. We will NOT be on
show at the May Fayre. This may seem
a bit earth-shattering, but in recent years
we have noticed that the return from
our presence, in terms of public interest
in our activities and the gaining of new
members, has waned considerably. It
has become increasingly obvious that
the general change in the May Fayre
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