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THE EDITORIAL

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
by Tony Hocking

Dear Member,
THIS EDITION OF the Newsletter is
largely taken up with summaries
of talks given to the Society as
part of our regular programme.
This has happened following a
request for such summaries from
various members. Not all talks
lend themselves easily to this and
as a result I have only written
about some of them; those that
are predominantly visual in pre-
sentation are particularly difficult
to reproduce on paper!

If anybody feels that a particu-
lar talk is something they could
write up, I would be extremely
grateful if they would do so - but
please tell me on the evening of
the talk!
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ONCE MORE I feel that I have been
Newsletter Editor for far too long.
I have become fixed in my own
little rut, I am devoid of new
ideas, and therefore it is time that
someone else had a go.

I therefore declare that I will
give up this job at the end of
January 2000. (How's that for
putting a 'Millennium Bug' into
the system?)

There must be people out there
who are more capable of editing a
newsletter than me, and surely
there is at least one who would
like to contribute to the Society
in this way.

Volunteers please contact me,
or any other Committee Member
please! - Do it NOW, before you
have second thoughts!!!
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THE LAST FEW months have seen some
interesting activity.

I suppose that the most newsworthy
event has been the rejection of the Fox
Farm development on the basis of the
nature conservation evidence given by
the Yateley Society and others.

That the wording of the decision cast
doubt on the other arguments put for-
ward against the development could
well be a source of difficulty for Yateley
in the future.

The recent Secretary of State's
demand for one million extra houses in
the south east is guaranteed to generate
enormous pressure for yet more disrup-
tion and overcrowding development in
Yateley and the erosion of our hard-
fought-for countryside.

IN A DIFFERENT vein, I have, in my
capacity as Society Chairman, attended
two Receptions this year.

The first, in May, was held at Yateley
School to welcome the new Headmas-
ter, and to enable him to meet represen-
tatives of local organisations. I was able
to encourage him to continue the
school's support for our conservation
work on Yateley Common. I also had
the opportunity to spread news of our
activities to other people present.

The second, in September, was the
Town Mayor's Reception at which the
Mayor, Charles Lynch, the Town Man-

ager, Lawrence Smith, and the Council-
lors encouraged local organisations to
continue their work to help the local
community and to apply for grants to
aid in this.

One very good idea came out of this
reception: Councillor Dave Shurlock
suggested that we produce a guide to
local footpaths as a contribution to the
Millennium, and as an encouragement
for the local populace to walk around
Yateley instead of driving everywhere!

This guide would obviously include
maps showing where the footpaths are,
but should also include brief historical
or nature notes where such were rele-
vant.

He envisaged a booklet format, some-
what similar to Valerie Kerslake's walk
books, which he thoroughly approved
of. There was a very interesting com-
ment about the proposed content - it
should include 'unofficial' footpaths as
well as the official ones, and should
cover both the town and the Common. I
am glad to say that everyone I have
mentioned this to have agreed with the
idea - now we have to get to work!

OUR ANNUAL EXHIBITION, this year at
Yateley Industries for the first time,
went very well and attendance was rea-
sonably encouraging. As you already
well know, the theme was 'Yateley
Myths and Legends - Fact or Fiction'.
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This generated plenty of interest, and
the accompanying demonstrations of the
History Database also occupied visitors'
time to good effect.

We even managed to pay our way by
selling some of our usual wares, being
careful not to tread on the toes of the
Yateley Industries shop! The Industries
helped us by sending shop customers
round to look at our exhibition, partly
because we attracted extra custom for
their tea shop.

The team who created and manned
the event decided unanimously that
holding it in a nice warm and dry hall
was infinitely superior to holding it on a
cold, damp field. Sorry, May Fayre!

The one drawback was, we decided,
the timing; July has too many competing
events, and outdoor attractions when
the weather is good, perhaps the Spring
or Autumn would be better when peo-
ple would look for something close to
home and indoors to go to. We are
working on it!

Thanks very much to everybody who
contributed to the exhibition and the
sales, it was a very valuable exercise for
the Society.

THEN THERE WAS the Yateley Library
25th Anniversary. We decided that an
enlarged and updated version of the July
exhibition and demonstration would be
just right for this.

The Librarians have always let us put
our annual exhibition up in the library
after May Fayre, so this year we delayed
putting it up until the vital month of
October.

To keep the public interest going the
exhibition was updated each week with
new details and even totally new topics!
The researchers complained that so
much new material came to light at the
July exhibition that rewriting of much of
the exhibition was necessary, but this in
turn led to much more new information
being discovered, and so on ... a self-
perpetuating cycle!

Peter Tipton had a bright idea for
maintaining interest and to attract peo-
ple to our talks at the library on 20
October, some of his latest information
would only be revealed in his talk that
night!

FINALLY, A THOUGHT for VOU.

The Executive Committee run the
Society from day to day, relying on the
resolutions passed at Annual General
Meetings for basic policy, and on their
own initiative for the fine detail.

Why don't YOU get involved with
this? An injection of new ideas is always
very welcome and very helpful to the
Society.

The time is rapidly approaching when
the nominations for next year's Com-
mittee need to be considered - if you are
interested please give any Committee
Member a call. You can work your way
in easily without having to take on a
specific task, with plenty of time to find
out how things are done.

Of course, if you fancy being News-
letter Editor you can find out all about it
while sticking to just that job, with no
'risk' of taking anything else on. [Oops!
I've changed hats again!]

BLACKBUSHE IN THE WAR
Talk given Thursday May 20th 1999, summary by Tony Hocking

MR STEVE PURCHASE of Farnborough gave the Yateley Society a most
interesting account of the early days of Blackbushe airfield, from its
construction in 1942 to the end of the second World War, based on
his researches for a book about the airfield to be published later this

year. The talk was attended by nearly 60 members, aviation enthusiasts and
local historians from most towns and villages in the area.

Mr Purchase commented that the first recorded flight at Blackbushe was a
balloon ascent in 1874, but the airfield did not come into being until 1942.
McAlpine received an award for the rapid construction of the airfield,
however work was still in progress when the first landing was made on
13 July 1942. This landing was by an aircraft from the Royal Aircraft
Establishment, and the first use of the airfield was for RAE trials of troop-
carrying gliders. The first operational use was for reconnaissance flying by a
squadron of Tomahawks.

In early 1943 more reconnaissance units, including 16 and 40 Squadrons
arrived, and the airfield, named 'RAF Hartford Bridge', was then home to
Spitfires, Mosquitoes and Mustangs. An additional role for Hartford Bridge
was as a Bomber Command diversion airfield, a refuge for bombers unable
to reach their bases further north. The RAE reappeared during 1943 to
conduct trials on a captured Junkers 88.

In mid-1943 21, 88 and 342 (Free French) Bomber Squadrons, flying
Bostons and Venturas, were based here. In August/September these
bombers were used to lay smoke in the Channel as part of a dummy
invasion of France carried out to make the Germans redistribute some of
their forces.

Another very important activity was finding and attacking VI launching
sites, the VI had only recently been discovered and their destruction was
given high priority. This work, and a concerted drive to disrupt the French
railway system continued into 1944. In February 1944 the FIDO fog dispersal
system was installed on the airfield (you can still see the concrete troughs
along the sides of the main runway). This was reputed to burn 80 000
gallons of kerosene (paraffin) an hour to provide enough heat to lift the fog!

Fighters came back in April 1944, Dutch Spitfires (322 Squadron) and
some Mosquitoes. These were used to keep the Germans away from the
South Coast during the invasion build-up. By this time some 3000 people
were stationed here. One sideline of the invasion preparations was the
establishment of a store of gas bombs at Longparish, these would be


