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72: OCTOBER 1999

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

by Tony Hocking

THE LAST FEW months have seen some
interesting activity.

I suppose that the most newsworthy
event has been the rejection of the Fox
Farm development on the basis of the
nature conservation evidence given by
the Yateley Society and others.

That the wording of the decision cast
doubt on the other arguments put for-
ward against the development could
well be a source of difficulty for Yateley
in the future.

The of State’s
demand for one million extra houses in

recent Secretary
the south east 1s guaranteed to generate
enormous pressure for yet more disrup-
tion and overcrowding development in
Yateley and the erosion of our hard-
fought-for countryside.
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IN A DIFFERENT vein, I have, in my
capacity as Society Chairman, attended
two Receptions this year.

The first, in May, was held at Yateley
School to welcome the new Headmas-
ter, and to enable him to meet represen-
tatives of local organisations. 1 was able
to encourage him to continue the
school’s support for our conservation
work on Yateley Commeon. 1 also had
the opportunity to spread news of our
activities to other people present.

The second, in September, was the
Town Mayor’s Reception at which the
Mayor, Charles Lynch, the Town Man-

ager, Lawrence Smith, and the Council-
lors encouraged local organisations to
continue their work to help the local
community and to apply for grants to
aid in this.

One very good idea came out of this
reception: Councillor Dave Shurlock
suggested that we produce a guide to
local footpaths as a contribution to the
Millennium, and as an encouragement
for the local populace to walk around
Yateley instead of driving everywhere!

This guide would obviously include
maps showing where the footpaths are,
but should also include brief historical
or nature notes where such were rele-
vant.

He envisaged a booklet format, some-
what similar to Valerie Kerslake's walk
books, which he thoroughly approved
of. There was a very interesting com-
ment about the proposed content — it
should include ‘unofficial’ footpaths as
well as the official ones, and should
cover both the town and the Common. I
am glad to say that everyone I have
mentioned this to have agreed with the
idea — now we have to get to work!
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OUR ANNUAL EXHIBITION, this year at
Yateley Industries for the first ume,
went very well and attendance was rea-
sonably encouraging. As you already
well know, the theme was ‘Yateley
Myths and Legends - Fact or Fiction'.







