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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT 1
by Tony Hocking *

THERE ARE SOME changes to report. Taking Pam's place is Jo Hill, a lady
Firstly, I have at long last given up the very active in the Mushroom Farm

post of Newsletter Editor. Elizabeth planning saga, who I am sure will liven
Tipton has very kindly volunteered to up proceedings, welcome Jo!
take on the job, for which I am most All other Officers of the Society and
grateful. This will inevitably lead to members of the Executive Committee
changes in style, something that I were re-elected, in case you are in doubt
believe has been long overdue. as to who is on the Committee, their

Secondly, now that the Annual Gen- names are:
eral Meeting is over we have a slightly
different Executive Committee. Thank Officers
you all Officers and members of the Chairman: Tony Hocking 01252
1999 Committee for your support, and 875158
for your invaluable help in running the Vice-Chairman: Roger Coombes 01252
Society. Thank you in particular to Pam 879103
Medley who has stepped down, for a Hon. Secretary: Richard Johnston 01252
very helpful input and for keeping the 872832
Committee aware of the ladies' view of Hon. Treasurer. Peter Tipton 01252
matters. 873378

Committee Members
jo Hill, Graham Brown {Membership

Secretary) 01252 871 934, Philip Todd,
Colin Medley.

Those members who did not attend
the AGM missed the debate of three
complicated resolutions which overran
the time available, a rare occurrence.

The subjects were:
1, Development Pressures in the
South East (proposed by Edward Daw-
son). This called for a sensible limit on
the new housing to be built in the per-
iod up to 2016. The SERPLAN figure of
862,000 was proposed as an absolute
maximum.

It was decided that, while it expressed
the correct sentiments, the resolution
needed some amendment and it was
remitted to the Executive Committee
for rewording. (It was agreed that the
revised wording would appear in a
Newsletter.)

2. Vehicular Access Across Common
Land (proposed by Peter Tipton). The
resolution was designed to help fight
development where the only access
would be across Common Land, which
is generally not allowed. The substance
of the resolution was that councils
should exercise a presumption against
such access, and that in the rare circum-
stances that such access was granted,
the developers would have to pay a
very substantial financial penalty based
on the increase in value of the prop-
erty as a result of permission being
granted, payable to the owners of the
land.

The resolution was passed nem con
with three abstentions.

3. Traffic Congestion and Sustain-
able Development (proposed by
Richard Johnston). The resolution
recognised the growing problem of
traffic congestion, and the role of
unsuitable development and road net-
works in exacerbating the problem.
Properly designed major centres with
radial access giving reduced traffic
conflicts and allowing efficient use of
non-road transport were proposed.

The resolution was passed nem con on
the understanding that wording to the
effect that 'the quality of life would be
enhanced' was to be added.

A new Yateley Society Programme
Coordinator

For some years the job of arranging
the talks and events programme has
been linked to the Newsletter editorship.
This is no longer possible and a vital
post was therefore vacant.

I am pleased to announce that Jo Hill
has volunteered to take on the job of
Programme Coordinator, at least on a
temporary basis.

Please help Jo by suggesting ideas for
talks and walks for the Society; it is
impossible for one person in isolation to
dream up a programme!

If you know of a suitable speaker
for a talk on a particular subject, even
better!

Jo would like to receive your ideas at
45 Darby Green Lane, Yateley on
01252 870473 or by e-mail at
jo.hill@bigfoot.com
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE
POSTCARDS GONE?

by Roger Coomhes

IF YOU GLANCE at last year's Annual Report you may be forgiven for
wondering whether you have missed the release of new postcards
promised for 1999. The simple answer is that you haven't. It had been
our intention to launch a series of eight new cards at our July exhibition

held at Yateley Industries, but a combination of problems prevented this.
The series was to consist of five contemporary views of Yateley, including
Darby Green Pond, and three 'old' scenes dating from the turn of the
century. The selection of photographs was a long process, as everyone on
the sub-committee has their own favourites, and mine are the 'old' views of
Yateley, but in the end there were technical difficulties in reproducing from
old negatives stored in the database. This led to a rethinking of what we are
aiming at, with an evaluation of which cards have been most popular in
terms of sales. There are a number of variable factors in doing this, but a
general conclusion is that 'old' views are less popular than contemporary
ones. This surprises me, as I have favourites in both categories and send
them to friends in equal quantities. The card which attracts most compli-
ments is the one of Gadd's Stores, and yet surprisingly (to me at least), it
has sold less well than its counterparts.

We have found a printer who is able to produce cards in smaller runs
whilst keeping the unit price reasonably low. This will enable us to
introduce more cards without the problem of holding stocks which would
take a couple of decades to shift at present sales rates. Our photographers, to
whom I convey grateful thanks for the huge amount of time which they have
spent out and about around Yateley, have been asked to capture well-
known, attractive Yateley scenes with a human element, in other words,
people doing things! So far we have a lovely shot of two boys fishing at the
pond on the Green, and we want to record the ever-popular Yateley Morris
men in a well-known location.

The trouble is knowing what other people like, and what they use
postcards for. This may sound silly, but sales figures indicate good to very
good sales when a new card is available but these level out soon afterwards.
This could be due to postcard collectors rushing to buy the latest card for
their collection and showing no further interest after that. Do many people
actually use postcards for correspondence? I do; for short notes, thank-yous,

confirmations, etc. Does anyone else do the same? As a historian I regard
the postcard as an interesting piece of ephemera which helps us to put
together a bigger picture of social history. Where would we be without the
cards produced by Frith and other companies a hundred years ago? That is
another reason why I send postcards of Yateley around Britain and abroad.
Does anyone else do the same?

It would be interesting to hear from you, the Society members, or through
you from non-members, whether you buy our postcards, and if so how you
use them, and what sort of cards you prefer - old views or contemporary
scenes? - and what about those old films of family and community events
that I appealed for last year? Let's get those old films transferred to video
before the film decomposes and the old-style projectors break down beyond
repair.
[Extracted from information supplied for the 1999 Annual Report.]

CONSERVATION ON YATELEY
COMMON, PAST AND FUTURE

by Mike Mann

HE CONSERVATION REPORT for the Society Annual Report was written
on the last day of the old Millennium in the hope that the new Century
and Millennium would see a real and lasting improvement in the way
in which one of the world's rarest habitats, the Lowland Heath on our

doorstep, is treated by the general populace. We hope that this habitat, and
all its dependent species, will become secure and that it will prosper in
perpetuity.

The year of 1999 was subdued in volunteer terms, with our core group of
stalwarts being supported by a late influx of enthusiastic students. The
overall volunteer hours were therefore lower than the previous year, a cyclic
and predictable warning signal to the decision makers at Hampshire County
Council who might be tempted to include ephemeral volunteer labour in
manpower planning projections.

Nevertheless, some positive results have been achieved this year and it is
hoped that the new century will see a burgeoning respect for the rare
Lowland Heath and early moves to instigate and sustain grazing as a long-
term habitat management strategy.

The long-awaited Yateley Common Management Plan completed its
journey through committee, consultation, and amendments processes, and a
five-year rolling programme was accepted and launched. Congratulations
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