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those people willing to help would let
me know who they are, and what area
they are covering please.

One side-effect of my request for
help in the Newsletter has been a
contact with the local branch of the
Ramblers Association. The
Ramblers have recently completed a
survey of all designated footpaths,
bridleways, etc in the country.

By good fortune one of the local
path surveyors is Tony Price, a
Yateley Society member, hence the
contact.

The Ramblers found that, as Ron
Pattenden has been complaining to us
and the local paper, the definitive
paths and bridleways on and around
Yateley Common are in a mess.
Some are blocked and overgrown as
a result of disuse, some have been
superseded by unofficial routes
which are more direct, or avoid
muddy areas, and so on.

This has been reported to
Hampshire County Council, with a
set of suggestions for re-routing some
paths and bridleways to follow those
routes which have become favoured
in recent times. This appears to be a
pragmatic approach to the who-goes-
where problem, and the Society is
considering the scheme.

Inevitably, there are some snags.
Firstly, it is possible that some
ancient and historic routes could be
extinguished, surely a retrograde
step,

Secondly, it may be cheaper for
HCC to reopen the blocked routes
than to extinguish some and create
new ones in a correctly legal manner,
and we know that money is scarce;

Thirdly, whatever routes are chosen
as definitive, they could well be
transient in practice as people once
again avoid muddy patches or decide
that going from A to B is now less
attractive than going from C to D,
continuous maintenance will be
essential whatever happens.

If any of you have strong views on
the future of the paths and bridleways
on the Common, please let me know.

Tony Hocking,

30 Connaught Close,
Yateley.

GU46 6QQ.

Tel; 01252 975 158

P.S. Why did I use the term
footways in the opening line of this
article?  Because this is a general
term for pedestrian routes, while the
term footpath(s) has a specific legal
meaning.  (Bureaucracy  strikes
again!)

[Ed's note: Tony can show you
how to note information on footways
clearly; if you're half-thinking of
doing some warm evening ambling,
please contact him now. |







