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CHAIRMANS CHAT
FOOTWAYS IN YATELEY

by Tony Hocking

Have you been looking for
footways and short cuts? I have,
and I am amazed at how much time it
takes to catalogue them, even in an
area I know well. My original
request for information by June 30th

was a bit optimistic; I suggest a new
deadline of November 1st (no one
will want to wander the streets later
than that!).

I still need the details listed in
Newsletter 73, and it would help if

those people willing to help would let
me know who they are, and what area
they are covering please.

One side-effect of my request for
help in the Newsletter has been a
contact with the local branch of the
Ramblers Association. The
Ramblers have recently completed a
survey of all designated footpaths,
bridleways, etc in the country.

By good fortune one of the local
path surveyors is Tony Price, a
Yateley Society member, hence the
contact.

The Ramblers found that, as Ron
Pattenden has been complaining to us
and the local paper, the definitive
paths and bridleways on and around
Yateley Common are in a mess.
Some are blocked and overgrown as
a result of disuse, some have been
superseded by unofficial routes
which are more direct, or avoid
muddy areas, and so on.

This has been reported to
Hampshire County Council, with a
set of suggestions for re-routing some
paths and bridleways to follow those
routes which have become favoured
in recent times. This appears to be a
pragmatic approach to the who-goes-
where problem, and the Society is
considering the scheme.

Inevitably, there are some snags.
Firstly, it is possible that some
ancient and historic routes could be
extinguished, surely a retrograde
step;

Secondly, it may be cheaper for
HCC to reopen the blocked routes
than to extinguish some and create
new ones in a correctly legal manner,
and we know that money is scarce;

Thirdly, whatever routes are chosen
as definitive, they could well be
transient in practice as people once
again avoid muddy patches or decide
that going from A to B is now less
attractive than going from C to D,
continuous maintenance will be
essential whatever happens.

If any of you have strong views on
the future of the paths and bridleways
on the Common, please let me know.

Tony Hocking,
30 Connaught Close,
Yateley,
GU46 6QQ.
Tel: 01252 975 158

P.S. Why did I use the term
footways in the opening line of this
article? Because this is a general
term for pedestrian routes, while the
term footpath(s) has a specific legal
meaning. (Bureaucracy strikes
again!)

[Ed's note: Tony can show you
how to note information on footways
clearly; if you're half-thinking of
doing some warm evening ambling,
please contact him now.]
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EXHIBITIONS IN 2000

Once again we did not attend the
May Fayre, for the same reason as last
year: it does not attract people likely
to be interested in Society activities.

We contributed an exhibition to the
St Peter's Week Flower Festival held
in Yateley's historic church from June
28th to July 2nd. Using the Myths and
Legends format again, a display was
constructed using appropiate pieces
from our July 1999 event, and some
updated pieces from one of The
Society's first public displays in 1983
(when church and village history was
celebrated to mark the rebuilding of St
Peter's.)

There was also a core item of
completely new research — done by
the indefatigable Valerie Kerslake -
on the Rev Henry Carswell,
hymnwriter, vicar of Yateley, and
enlarger of Glebe House.

As usual, a deadline spurred on the

research, and Peter Tipton discovered
a quite unexpected family connection
with the Burgesses, "Purveyors of
delicacies since 1760" and Victorian
royal warrant holders.

There will be an opportunity in
November to see most of this exhibit
again. Because of the success of last
October's Library events, the Librarian
at Yateley has asked us to take part in
another joint event this autumn.
Again, there will be an evening of
talks to complement the exhibition,
the date being Thursday, 16th
November. Full details of time and
place will be published in due course,
but in the meantime, to whet your
curiosity, the title of Peter Tipton's
talk is: "Yateley and John Company:
Research into Yateley people working
for The East India Company, 1600 -
1858."

SALES AND PUBLICITY EVENT
This Autumn, Yateley Industries are

reviving their Autumn Fayre for the
first time since 1996. This fund-
raising event is aimed at many of the
traditional Yateley voluntary groups,
and The Society's contribution of
goods for sale and an appropriate
publicity display fits well with the
sentiment of the event. The event
heralds Inch'Allah , the publication

of TWO NEW POSTCARDS for
which we believe demand will be
great. Following Roger Coombes'
article in the last Newsletter, the
postcard committee met twice more
to mull over the possibilities and
difficulties the volunteer
photographers had encountered.
There is a list of at least fifteen views
we feel would be enjoyed by many,

but so far the clear, postcard-quality
images have eluded the lenses. We
shall keep trying. Meantime, our new
printers, Beric Tempest of St Ives,
have been most helpful. Roger,

meanwhile, has had another idea,
which has moved our goalposts
considerably. More of that at a later
date.

DEFUNCT TRUST LEAVES WINDFALL FOR
YATELEY

by Edward Dawson

The Yateley Society has recently
received a grant from a local Trust.
Another successful application, no
doubt? No, this one was unsolicited.
What, free grants now? Not quite. It
is an unlikely, though interesting
story. The Chairmen of Hart District
Council usually nominate a charity to
fundraise for each year. In 1991/92,
Anthea Abbott was Chairman, and
decided to set up a permanent charity
instead. This would be an
environment trust able to offer small
grants to suitable projects and to
support youth initiatives. So the Hart
Environment Trust was born. It was
registered as a charity, and its first
Trustees were: Edward Dawson, Ian
Phillips, Bob Rose and the current
Chairman of Hart. The Clerk to the
Trust was Hart's Principal Solicitor,
Charles Herbert.

From the beginning funds were
collected but publicity was poor.
Edward Dawson prompted Newlands
School to ask for a grant. With this

Chris Lewis purchased a coracle; it
was used only once. It actually
featured in The Yateley News and
was then placed on a shelf in the
reception area. It is there to this day.
The Trust was then largely forgotten.
Anthea left Hart for the hay meadows
of Norfolk and the Trustees stopped
meeting. So it was that Charles
Herbert, fed up with submitting nil
returns to the Charity Commission,
last year asked the Trustees if they
wished to dissolve the Trust. All
Trustees readily agreed, but the
problem was the disposal of the
accumulated funds: some £850.

I accepted that the Trust be
disbanded, but that the cy-pres rule
had to be followed, even if others felt
a cy-not-so-pres purpose might be
better. Cy-pres is an ancient doctrine
which states that after the demise of a
trust, any remaining funds must be
applied to a purpose as close as
possible to the original deed. The
Charity Commission later confirmed


