
NEWSLETTER

Issue 74 March 2005

PUBLIC MEETING
Jointly organised by Yateley Town Council & The Yateley Society

THE SOUTH EAST PLAN

WEDNESDAY 16 MARCH 8PM
ROSE RENT ROOM, THE TYTHINGS, READING ROAD, YATELEY

What is it? Mow does it affect me? Why are my comments important?

For more information contact the South East Regional Assembly on — 01483 555 208
wwvv. southeast- ra.ffov.uk/southenstplan

Everyone Welcome!
Guest Speakers including County Councillors Jonathan Glen and Adrian Collett and Edward Dawson (CPRE South East)

South East Plan - sliced bread, but
what next...

The South East Plan finally came out on 24 January. It
was a slightly muted launch at a hotel in Southampton;
why no fanfares or jubilation? After all, it was quite an
achievement to have issued the document. The reason
for the lack of effusion seems to be because of
impending elections. The county council elections, and
the general election, both likely on 5th May, have
created their own microclimate. Instead of welcoming
the Plan, some politicians in the Assembly have declined
to do so. This is surprising given the political
determination to reduce the housing levels being tested.

All was explained however, at the Regional Assembly
plenary session in Hove on 2 March. At this, a motion
was put to dissolve the Assembly, on the basis that it
had not been validated by a referendum. The vote was
lost, but it served a political purpose. It showed the
sharp political divide between the main parties as we
approach the county council elections. Of course, the
Assembly is a 'voluntary chamber', and now has a

statutory purpose as the Regional Planning Body. This
function can be traced as far back as SERPLAN in 1962,
and long before that. There will be a Regional Spatial
Strategy, and that is a given because the 2004 Planning
Act abolished the old structure plans. There is a
regional future which will have to be faced up to; it is
unlikely to disappear.

Unfortunately, the district level housing consultation has
had to be abandoned because of time constraints. This
is arguably the most important aspect of the South East
Plan, because it decides where development goes, right
down to district level. The county councils will undertake
some public consultation, but it will not be much. Once
done, the Plan will be merged with the district allocations
and submitted to ODPM. The housing distribution will
follow a new methodology developed by consultants
DTZ Pieda. This is intended as a robust and objective
technique. All opportunities and constraints are to be
recognised. Market appetite and housing demand has
to be weighed up against strategic gaps and rural
designations. The proof will be in the pudding.

- Edward Dawson (CPRE South East)
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'hree Resolutions were put to the AGM last month:

1) Parking Meters in Yatelev Town Centre

Resolution: This Annual General Meeting of the Yateley
Society is astonished by and strongly opposes the proposal
by Hart District Council to impose parking meters on
Yateley and other smaller settlements in Hart; considers that
parking meters would adversely impact Yateley's already
struggling "town centre"; exacerbate the problem of street
clutter; conflict with Yateley Village Design Framework
policies; increase Hart District Council's parking
management deficits; and strongly supports Yateley Town
Council's lead in opposing the proposals.

Background: Hart District Council lost about £250,000 as a
result of its parking policy in Fleet and is required to
remedy the deficit. The Council has resolved to impose
parking meters in the other main settlements in the District,
starting with Yateley. The only places currently using
parking meters in Hants are Southampton and Portsmouth.

Discussion: Peter Tipton presented the case. It was noted
that Yateley Town Council strongly oppose the proposals.

Proposed by Peter Tipton, Seconded by Reg Powell -
Carried unanimously.

2) Street furniture and clutter

Resolution: This Annual General Meeting of the Yateley
Society welcomes the English Heritage initiative "Save our
Streets", which seeks to remove clutter from the streets of
Britain's towns, and calls upon Hampshire County Council,
Hart District Council, Yateley Town Council, and local
landowners to cooperate in removing ugly street clutter
from Yateley's street scene.

Background: English Heritage launched a campaign in
2004 to remove street clutter in Conservation Areas, which
has fired the imagination of many people across the country.
Improving the appearance of Yateley Town Centre is one of
the objectives of the Yateley Village Design Framework.
Hampshire County Council has a record of cluttering the
roads with unnecessary signage, whilst Hart District
Council seems unwilling to tackle the problems of ugly and
sometimes unlawful advertising. As a result Yateley is
badly cluttered. Removal of clutter is an essential first step
if local people are to regard the middle of Yateley as a
desirable area.

Discussion: Peter Tipton pointed out that this resolution is
in support of an English Heritage campaign.
Colin Medley noted that street clutter is distracting to
drivers, can obscure views and is potentially dangerous.
Rosemary Bunch noted that individuals can get Hart District
Council to take action on unlawful advertising, but Richard
Johnston observed that they are not pro-active.
Philip Todd noted that the resolution would not lead to
action by itself. The "Save our Streets" campaign will need
Society members to use the English Heritage forms as a
means to get Local Authorities to take action. The more
individual assessments the better, each form noting which
street furniture is redundant, objectionable etc. Copies of
these forms can then be sent to the relevant local authorities.

Proposed by Richard Johnston, Seconded by Philip
Todd - Carried unanimously

3} High Density Housing Policy

Resolution (as amended): This Annual General Meeting of
the Yateley Society, recognising that the Government
intends to impose large numbers of new dwellings at high
density on Hart District, and that some of these will be
assigned to Yateley, seeks to preserve Yateley's semi-rural
village character through Parish Plan policies which will
ensure that new dwellings replace low quality or poorly laid
out development, and are located away from Listed
buildings, Conservation Areas, good pre-1939 housing and
other areas of high quality development, thereby improving
the overall quality of Yateley's built environment.

Background: Government housing policy now requires
housing to be constructed at extremely high densities by
historic standards, and is imposing huge numbers of new
dwellings on councils in the South-East. Many of these
new dwellings are said to be needed for housing people
aged under 30.
Although Yateley's lack of facilities and poor transport
accessibility makes it an unsuitable place for further
development, especially for the under-30 age group, it
seems inevitable that Hart District Council will impose
additional high density development on Yateley.
Developers normally take the easy option, which usually
means redeveloping the more interesting and better quality
houses on bigger plots. Too many of these have already
been lost through previous redevelopment. Without a
specific policy this trend would continue.
The "Parish Plan", which will be developed over the next
few months, provides the opportunity to develop local
policies to decide where such developments might be
allowed, and where they would be discouraged.
The Society therefore needs a policy for the "Parish Plan" to
ensure that high density development is confined to areas
where redevelopment would represent an improvement in
environmental quality.

Discussion: Richard Johnston explained that developers
are seeking to convert large sites like the Coach House and
Woodhayes, rather than replace those post-war buildings
that were built as cheap starter homes, and which are often
now at the end of their design life and are on poorly laid out
estates. Redevelopment needed to improve the general
environmental quality, as had been achieved by
redeveloping the American forces estate. It was important
to maintain the right balance between starter homes and
larger, higher quality housing, so that Yateley people could
move upmarket without moving away. Yateley already had
an imbalance in favour of lower quality housing.
Philip Todd stated that information on the balance of
different types of housing is available on the web. Parish
plans are a new way for local residents to get their input into
planning and other local policies.They are the place to
identify housing areas that are suitable for re-development
in order to affect where it will take place.
There was discussion over the wording and the words
Parish Plan were inserted and only was deleted from the
previously circulated draft..

Proposed by Richard Johnston, Seconded Maisy Hoare
- Carried unanimously.


