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PUBLIC MEETING
Jointly organised by Yateley Town Council & The Yateley Society

THE SOUTH EAST PLAN

WEDNESDAY 16 MARCH 8PM
ROSE RENT ROOM, THE TYTHINGS, READING ROAD, YATELEY
What is it? How does it affect me?  Why are my comments important?

For more information contact the South East Regional Assembly on — 01483 555 208
www.southeast-ra.gov.uk/southeastplan

Everyone Welcome!
Guest Speakers including County Councillors Jonathan Glen and Adrian Collett and Edward Dawson (CPRE South East)

South East Plan - sliced bread, but
what next...

The South East Plan finally came out on 24 January. It
was a slightly muted launch at a hotel in Southampton;
why no fanfares or jubilation? After all, it was quite an
achievement to have issued the document. The reason
for the lack of effusion seems to be because of
impending elections. The county council elections, and
the general election, both likely on 5th May, have
created their own microclimate. Instead of welcoming
the Plan, some politicians in the Assembly have declined
to do so. This is surprising given the political
determination to reduce the housing levels being tested.

All was explained however, at the Regional Assembly
plenary session in Hove on 2 March. At this, a motion
was put to dissolve the Assembly, on the basis that it
had not.been validated by a referendum. The vote was
lost, but it served a political purpose. It showed the
sharp political divide between the main parties as we
approach the county council elections. Of course, the
Assembly is a ‘voluntary chamber’, and now has a

statutory purpose as the Regional Planning Body. This
function can be traced as far back as SERPLAN in 1962,
and long before that. There will be a Regional Spatial
Strategy, and that is a given because the 2004 Planning
Act abolished the old structure plans. There is a
regional future which will have to be faced up to; it is
unlikely to disappear.

Unfortunately, the district level housing consultation has
had to be abandoned because of time constraints. This
is arguably the most important aspect of the South East
Plan, because it decides where development goes, right
down to district level. The county councils will undertake
some public consultation, but it will not be much. Once
done, the Plan will be merged with the district allocations
and submitted to ODPM. The housing distribution will
follow a new methodology developed by consultants
DTZ Pieda. This is intended as a robust and objective
technique. All opportunities and constraints are to be
recognised. Market appetite and housing demand has
to be weighed up against strategic gaps and rural
designations. The proof will be in the pudding.

- Edward Dawson (CPRE South East)
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