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Yateley Library Lecture — The Haven

“...the best lecture yet...” this was just one of the glowing responses received following to the
b lecture last month about The Haven, Yateley which was a
"mother and baby" home run by the Baptist Union for
unmarried mothers to come and have their babies.
Opened in 1945, and closed in 1969, its site is now
occupied by a housing estate called Greenhaven, off Old
Monteagle Lane, south of the eastern end of Monteagle
Lane Yateley. The Yateley Society gets more Local
History enquiries about this institution than any other single
aspect of Yateley's History. 2005 will see the 60th
anniversary of the opening of the home, so The Society
made The Haven the subject of the annual Yateley Library
Lecture, which was delivered as part of National Local
History Month, May 2005.
Dr Richard Johnston, with the assistance of Elizabeth
People with links to The Haven travelled from Tipton, told the story of The Haven, a home for unmarried
all over the country to be present mothers run by the Baptists from 1945 till 1969. Aimost

1,800 babies were born there, many of whom have
contacted the Society’s website for information about
their birthplace. The story was illustrated with
photographs taken from a fundraising slideshow. But
the story did not start in 1945. Dr Johnston recalled the
building of Yateley's last mansion house, then named
Kerala, in the years before WW2 using photographs
taken by an estate agent in 1935, and sent to us from
Australia. He also showed how the houses in
Greenhaven, the estate which replaced the house,
relate to the siting of the original country house and its
grounds.

If you would like to find out more, on our website, you

can find: _ Staff members, mothers and Haven babes had
A short account of The Haven, by Valerie Kerslake an enjoyable, if emotional evening
Baptist Union booklet about the home by Ruby Burt,

Matron, published about 1966

Pictures of Kerala, Yateley (the house's previous name) when in private ownership, taken in 1935.

www.hants.org.uk/yateley/
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