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Parish Plans at the May Fayre

Society members Trudy Boothby, Richard
Johnston and Peter Tipton manned the Yateley
Parish Plan exhibition in the Youth Suite at May
Fayre. Also in attendance throughout the day
were members of the Parish Plan Steering
Group.
The exhibition covered all three elements of
Yateley's community plans: the Village Design
Framework, Market Town Health Check and the
eight Parish Plan special topics.
Visitors to the exhibition tended to concentrate
on the final plans for the Church End Green
Environmental Improvement Scheme which has
now been approved by the County Council and
is about to go out to tender to contractors.
Members of the public were able to use three
laptops on-line to surf the Parish Plans website
http://yateleyparishplan.pbwiki.com. Instead of
issuing background papers, interim reports and
draft plans on paper, the website itself is the
emerging Parish Plan.

There are now over 160 pages, and the Yateley
Health Check questionnaire is almost 50%
complete. Only a few people used the
computers at the show but the daily traffic
figures for the website reveal that many went
straight home and viewed a record number of
pages for a single day. The website is being
added to, and rewritten on a daily basis. If you
haven't looked at it recently, just look at the
Yateley Health Check worksheets.
If you can give us any additional information,
disagree with what is written, or just want to
make a comment please email us using the link
on the sidebar of the Homepage or Yateley
Society Members can Login using the password
" mayfayre2006 " to comment easily on any
current page.

http://yateleyparishplan.pbwiki.com
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ISSUES

Woodhayes, Firgrove Road

A new wave of hope to suppress residential
development is sweeping across Yateley. The
application at Woodhayes, Firgrove Road, to
demolish the existing dwelling and erect 9 two-
bedroom apartments in two buildings has been
REFUSED by Hart District Council. Hart did not
refuse on the grounds of the development not
being in keeping with the Conservation Area,
out-of-character, excessive traffic generation,
etc, but rather we have our feathered friends,
the nightjar, woodlark and Dartford Warbler to
thank. These three internationally rare bird

species are the reason why the Castle Bottom to
Yateley and Hawley Commons Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSI) is designated as part of
the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection
Area (SPA). In a new push to protect the
country's SPAs, English Nature is advising that
all Planning Applications which result in a net
increase in residential allocation should be put
to their Zone "test". Those of you who attended
the Society talk in March will recall how Peter
Tipton explained how residential development in
Yateley might not be allowed again...

English Nature's Current Advice:

Zone

A

B

C

Distance from SPA boundary

0 - 400 m

400 m - 2 km

2 km - 5 km

Advice
Highest potential for impacts from new residential development.
It's unlikely that impact could be effectively mitigated in this Zone
Development therefore needs to pass test of alternatives &
overriding public interest - unlikely to do so
No net increase in residential development unless there are
exceptional circumstances
Impact in this Zone is primarily recreational use of SPA
Mitigation - new or upgraded alternative greenspace must be
provided. Alternative greenspace doesn't have to be on or
directly adjacent to the development site in most cases
Draft standard of 16ha per 1000 new population.
Impact in this Zone is primarily from visitors driving to the SPA
Mitigation - new or upgraded alternative greenspace with a
decline in visitor pressure with distance from SPA.
Draft mitigation standard 8ha per 1000 new population

Therefore, housing applications within 400 metres will have an adverse impact on the SPA - not possible
to mitigate effects, and housing applications 401 metres - 5 Kilometres will also have an adverse impact
on the SPA. In consequence all new housing (including redevelopment and Brownfield development)
within 5km of the SPA is being refused.

Peter Tipton came up with this interesting figure for you calculated from Policy RES19 in the 1989
Local Plan: If Monteagle Park (22.7 ha) had been subjected to the new EN requirements for Zone 2
then 77% (17 ha) of the site would have been Public Open Space, leaving the 1,088 new residents
to live on only 5.7 hectares - only a block of 400 flats would have enabled the allocation in the 1989
Local Plan at 70 dwellings per hectare!


