Yateley Common Hidden Treasures
At our meeting in June, Carol White brought along
some of her 60
pieces of 7000 year
old flint knapping
from her 2005 digs
on Yateley Common.
She explained all
about her work and
went on to advertise
her archaeological

- investigations of
August 2006 which were attended by Richard Johnston,
who reports as follows:
"In spite of some problems with the weather, Carol
White and her archaeological diggers had another
fruitful harvest of mesolithic material from Yateley
Common. This year continued mainly with the site
close to The Ely, but also opened a new area in the
common near the Southwest corner of the Cobbetts
Lane fields. Both sites produced a range of artifacts
typical of sites for making flint tools, such as "blades"
and large quantities of small pieces of flint struck off
during the manufacturing process. The dig and
exhibition held in the library brought to light some local
garden finds."
Carol has offered to give another talk to us on the dig
next year which we will be delighted to take her up on!"
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And the Scourge!

Why is Himalayan Balsam a problem?
Every year new plants grow
from seed, but they soon
reach and often exceed
headheight. One plant can
produce up to 800 seeds,
which are viable for around
18 months. Seeds can even
germinate under water.
Once established, Himalayan
Balsam competes effectively
against native plants and has #
been known to suffocate native

vegetation. This is particularly evident in the Royal Cak
Valley at the moment.

With the departure of Elliot Fairs from the Countrysids
Service, the Society was concerned about the Roye
Oak Valley. However, we received a letter from Adan
Green of Countryside Services, thanking the Society fo
all our support and volunteer hours, and assuring us ¢
their “continuing commitment to the maintenance of thi
public open space.”

In the meantime, if you'd like to help with Himalaya:
Balsam pulling, please call Tony Hocking on 0125
875158.

EEDCRED

BORDER WARE POTTERS

It is not well known that the area around Famborough, Cove and Hawley, was the 'Stoke-on-Trent' of Elizabethan and
Jacobean times. In fact the Border Ware potteries flourished from mediaeval times until the 20th century. Their heyday
was in the 17th century, when they supplied up to half the pottery in London, before the Staffordshire potteries took the
market in the early 1700s. Hawley and Cove were then in the parish of Yateley so the Society's records help to unravel
the stories of individual potters.

The Museum of London is about to publish a second book about Border Ware. New development in London results in
new excavations and masses of new finds. Anyone watching Time Team will know that the pottery finds help
archaeologists to date the layers, but not precisely enough. So the new book is about the potteries in Elizabethan times,
when there were significant changes in the production source in Hampshire. Biographies of individual potters: when they
worked and where they originated, who they married, where they lived, are vital to the understanding of, and precise
dating of these changes.

The Museum's specialist in medieval and later pottery has posed several questions to the Society, and so far we have
been able to answer every one. The questions and our answers are on the new Heathlands Research Forum website at
http://heathhist. pbwiki.com/ArchaesologyBorderware

If you are interested in taking part in this documentary research please contact Peter Tipton on 01252 873378 email
monteagle. house@btconnect.com. There are about 6 centuries left to investigate....







