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Thursday 14 December 2006
at the newly refurbished "Tyth'lfigs", Reading Road, Yateley at 8.00pm

This Year's Yateley Society Christmas Event presents
THE STORY OF HOLLY

by
Chris Howkins

(renowned UK Ethnobotanist, Writer, Publisher and Illustrator)

Tracing the history of the great Midwinter Festival before St. Augustine came to
Canterbury, and then the story of the plants we use at Christmas, particularly ho!

You will be amazed just how pagan your Christmases can be.
Prince Albert did not invent the Christmas tree either!

Everyone Welcome - Admission Free

Friday February 2nd 2007
THE CHAIRMAN'S DINNER

at the Casa de Cesari, Handford Lane
at 7:30 pm for 8:00 pm

Our new Chairman, Trudy Boothby, would
like to invite you all to attend her first

Chairman's Dinner.

As last year, we will secure a fixed price
menu for 3 courses including coffee of

approx £20 per head

Booking beforehand is ESSENTIAL
Numbers will be limited to 30 to keep things

informal and manageable

Please book by Friday January 26th at the
latest

Ring Trudy on (01252) 409262 to book.

Thursday February 15th 2007
THE YATELEY SOCIETY

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

8pm at The Tythings, Reading Road,
Yateley

You will shortly receive a copy of the
Annual Report, together with notices of
resolutions to be discussed at the AGM.

These resolutions are topical and relevant
to what is going on in Yateley - the

outcome of the discussions and vote will
be recorded as the formal position of the

Yateley Society.

Please submit any Executive Committee
nomination suggestions to Richard Johnston

- we need at least 2 new members!

This is the most important meeting of the
year. We must have a quorum and

hopefully some new nominations for the
Exec Committee!

Come along, have a glass of wine and
exercise your Member's right to vote.



TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ISSUES

YATELEY PARISH PLAN
Make your comments on the Website

The Yateley Parish Plan Steering Group has almost
completed the first stage of the Yateley Market
Town Health Check, and invite comment on the
draft answers from anyone who lives or works in
Yateley.

The Heath Check consists of about 260 questions
divided in four worksheets about social, economic,
transport and environmental issues.

Now that the worksheets are nearing completion the
next stage is to identify, from the answers, the
strengths and weaknesses of the town, and what
can be changed for the better, what is possible
and what will not be possible because of the
constraints identified in the process of answering
the questionnaires.

The last stage is to write an Action Plan to identify
specific projects to improve the town for its
residents and businesses.

Funding can be available for these projects; on the
other hand the action plan might just lead to a new
direction for spending money in the normal course
of events, or encouraging redirection in voluntary
effort.

Preparing Parish Plans is a consultative process
governed by new laws, so cannot be adopted

formally without the full participation of the majority
of the community.

Community participation is easy for a small
community of 200, who might all attend a meeting
in the village hall. For a town of 20,000 like Yateley
it is much more difficult to let everyone know what
is happening, and to get a substantial number of
people to participate.

The Steering Group has therefore set up a wiki
website http://yateleyparishplan.pbwiki.com so that
everyone in Yateley can participate.

1. To comment you need to click the 'log-in'
button. The password is mayfayre2006.

2. Please then click the 'comment' button at
the top of any page and type your comment
into the box.

The Town Council asks for your help in making this
a comprehensive and consultative document, and
looks forward to the active participation of all who
live in Yateley.

So please take this opportunity to let us know your
thoughts, and create a formal document which will
have a defining influence on the future of Yateley.

Hampshire Traveller Project
The topic of November's meeting was changed at short
notice due to illness and Diana Stevens from Hart Voluntary
Action, and a Romany Gypsy herself, explained the
background and aims of the Hampshire Traveller Project.
Run by Hart Voluntary Action and the Hampshire Traveller
Education Service, its aims are to increase school and
further education attendance, to develop a gypsy voice in
matters that affect them, to promote intercommunity
involvement including access to healthcare and also reduce
suspicion/increase communication.
Several activities are in place, including ICT training to
improve literacy and numeracy skills, music tuition, adult
literacy classes and a breakfast club at St Peters for help
parents and children with homework. A Forest Bus has
been in place for 3 years which is somewhere for the
gypsies to meet with external agencies for advice.

The arrival of Romany Gypsies was first
recorded in 1505 in Scotland having
come from India via Egypt (hence the
name "gypsy").
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Self employment is central to a gypsy
man's identity, and gypsy children have
always been initiated into the trades or
taught how to keep house from a very
early age - in most cases instead of
attending school.

Apparently, Gypsies only use the kitchen
sink to wash cooking utensils, not dirty
hands. Pets are not allowed in the home
and if an animal touches a plate, it is
thrown away - the plate that is!
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The Living Album, recently on exhibition
at Yateley Library, is a project,

accessible via '<,
www.hants.qov.uk/rh/qypsv

which shows the history of Gypsy culture
and lifestyle in Hampshire.


