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Don't miss this month's fascinating talk:

Thursday 15 March 2007

8.00pm at The Tythings

Local Trees Fact and Folklore

by the famous UK Ethnobotanist

Chris Howkins
Introducing the fun and surprises and practical

issues of using trees in everyday life - from food
and medicines, timber and mortgages,

ritual and religion.
Hopefully you will never see a tree in quite the

same way again!

milestones

Milestones Museum at Basingstoke
would like to offer our members a '2 for
1' voucher to attend the museum this
year.
Vouchers are paper-based and permit
one adult or concession to enter the
museum for free when accompanied by
another full paying adult.
They are valid until 31 December 2007.
If any members would be interested in
taking up this offer, please do let me
know and I will arrange for vouchers to
be distributed to you.
Tel: Jo Hill (01252) 640909
email io.hill.45(a)ntlworld.com

Further details on Milestones can be
found at www.milestones-museum.com

Exhibition
Change on the Heath -
Rediscovering Surrey's
forgotten Wilderness

Surrey Heath Museum
from 10 March - 21 April

The exhibition explores how Surrey's heathland
landscape has changed, along with the lives of the

people who lived and worked on it. It includes
photographs, paintings, maps and tools.

Full details are on the webpages at:
www.countn/side-manaqement. orq.uk/heathland



We were pleased to see so many members
attending the meeting. The new Committee was elected:
Chair - Trudy Boothby
Deputy Chair - Roger Coombes
Hon Sec - Richard Johnston
Treasurer - Jo Hill
Secretary - Graham Brown
Committee members: Tony Hocking, Peter Tipton, Philip
Todd and a warm welcome to Jean Mcllwaine and Mary
Roaf.

Prior to the meeting, members will have received a copy
of the Resolution to be tabled regarding the Commons
Act 2006 and Commons Councils. Below is an extract of
the draft Minutes of the meeting which covers the .
relevant discussion:

TĴ e Yateiey Society
26th Annual General Meeting

held on
Thursday 15 February 2007

Peter Tipton explained that the Act of Parliament has been passed but implementation of the part concerned with
Statutory Commons Councils will require regulations from the ministry, which are not now expected to be published
until late in 2008. There were several problems with the 1965 Registration Act which are now addressed in the new
Act.

The Commons Councils are intended to solve problems of overgrazing in large areas like the Pennines and the Lake
District, and the Act addresses agricultural issues. In the South the issues are recreation, nature conservation and
biodiversity, and under-grazing.

Those parts of the Common that are owned by the HCC and are managed currently have 'unfavourable declining'
status. The MOD part is 'unfavourable recovering'. Other parts of the common are not managed; the proposed
Commons Council would include them all within its scope, irrespective of ownership.

SQ asked how many commoners there are. There were only 23 properties registered for the Yateiey Common
because many people were put off registering in 1965-69 by the threat of legal costs. Yateiey Green and surrounding
area is also common land. It is possible that there are commoners who do not know their status. The new act allows
for creation of commoners.

MM noted that if we don't have a Commons Council the current management will continue on the County part, except
that the HCC no longer has a committee structure and the status of the Commons Management committee will
change.

RS stated that grazing would only be possible if roads were fenced. Peter Tipton replied that the new Act allows for
light works to be authorised by Commons Councils without the consent of the Secretary of State. The Commons
Council would be able to approve fencing for grazing. Adjacent landowners are required to fence against the common
at their expense so the cost of new fencing required by roads would probably fall on the public purse.

TH speculated that the former Eversley Common could be restored to common land.

MM asked about enforcement powers for the Commons Council. These are not yet defined. Peter Tipton promised to
take this up with DEFRA.

Peter Tipton has been asked by DEFRA to write an 'issues' paper concerning the whole of Yateiey Common from his
30 years experience..

FH was concerned that the costs would fall on local people. Peter Tipton explained that there may be European
money possibly from the CAP that only Commons Councils can apply for.

PT asked whether the burdens on landowners would be too high so they would seek to dispose of land rather than
maintain it. Peter Tipton thought the Commons Councils may not be allowed to become landowners, but promised to
take this up with DEFRA.

GB asked why we needed the resolution to ask for a public meeting, could we not just call a meeting. It was thought
that it would not be appropriate to call the meeting until the regulations are much clearer. The resolution would inform
recipients of our interest and the resolution laid out the process that would have to be undertaken to obtain a
Commons Council.
Peter Tipton stated his legal interest as a commoner, and asked permission from the Chairman to be able to vote for
the resolution, which was granted.

The resolution was passed unanimously!
Since the meeting we have heard that Defra are to visit Yateiey later this month - watch this

space!


