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Why are the Borderware Potteries so important

For over 600 years potters working on the
Hampshire/Surrey borders in the Blackwater
Valley have been major suppliers to the
London market.

In Tudor and Stuart times they were the
dominant suppliers of all types of pottery, both
white and redwares. Even from the start of the
18th century when the Blackwater Valley's
whiteware was replaced by Staffordshire
production using china clay, and London's
own potteries were producing both 'deftware’
and white salt-glazed ware, our local
Borderware potteries continued to supply most
of London's redwares.

Knowledge of this major local industry had
oeen iargely lost to the collective memory until
a tree was blown down in the grounds of
Farnborough Hill school in 1967, revealing
shards of pottery.

Subsequent excavations over several years
discovered a major production site dating from
the middle to late 1500s. The considerable
quantities of pottery from these excavations
have never been fully catalogued and
analysed, but this has now been rectified, and
will be the subject of a new book to be
published by the Museum of London in the
summer of 2007.

This is Jacqui Pearce's second book on
Borderware and will concentrate on the
archaeology from the last quarter of the 16th
century, and documentary research into the
potters likely to have been working in this 25-year
period.

Just as the archaeological evidence has long
awaited full investigation, so there had been no
comprehensive documentary research into the
lives of these potters, and the commercial
systems used to enable their products to reach
their markets. Last autumn, at Jacqui's request,
the Society carried out extensive research into
the lives of the potters living in Farnborough and
Cove from 1560-1660.

much of thus research was already contained in
the Society's Yateley History Project Database.
Jacqui will talk about the Surrey-Hampshire
Borderware industry from the late medieval
period to the 17th century, paying special
attention to the excavations at Farnborough Hill,
but also looking at other production centres,
pottery form and function, technology and the
wider connections with London, the Continent

and the American colonies. We are very
privieged to have the world expert on
Borderware to speak to us.

http://heathhist.pbwiki.com/ArchaeologyBorderware







