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Stowiex frone a firefighter
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‘I was invited to meet the
Prince of Wales at a reception
he gave for firefighters from
across the British Isles.

When | was introduced to him
he was informed that | had
attended the Windsor Castle
fire and | began to symnathise
with him about it.

But he smiled and said "Come
off it, you lot like nothing better
than a bloody good blaze!"

| could only agree with him.”
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Copies of Colin's book can be
obtained from Yateley Industries,
Yateley newsagents, Amazon or
direct from the man himself for a
signed copy on 01252 878276.
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Many of you will know Colin Ive - hopefully he
hasn’t visited you during his 25 years as a
firefighter - but he is well known in the community
for promoting fire safety, including supplying
many local children with smoke detectors. Now
enjoying a well earned retirement, Colin
entertained us at our July meeting with tales of
the many people he encountered during his
services. He is now promoting his book “| Knew
You'd Come” which is helping to raise funds for a
local charity.

“Sleeping peacefully in the early hours of a hot
summer's morning in 1976 my slumber was
shattered by piercing terrified screams. Stumbling
out of bed | threw back the curtains. Through the
window | could see flames and smoke pouring
from the windows of a neighbour's house. Falling
down the stairs in my rush and almost without
thinking | ran out the front door and across the
road before clearing, though | don't remember
doing so, a five foot high wire fence.

Suddenly there | was below the hysterical mother
with smoke billowing around her at the upstairs
window. She threw out her first baby to =v
waiting arms as another neighbour joined me u:
time to catch a second child.

The mother then swung herself down from the
window ledge and fell onto us. Finally the father,
a large round man, appeared and without
hesitation jumped over our heads onto the
ground behind us breaking both ankles on
impact!

Looking up the flames now roared out from the
window where the family had stood. The fire had
become so intense that the father had burns on
his feet as they made their escape.

4 years later | became a firefighter !”







