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THE YATELEY SOCIETY

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
8pm at The Tythings, Reading Road, Yateley

Circulated with this newsletter is the Annual Report, together with notices of resolutions to be
discussed at the AGM. These resolutions are topical and relevant to what is going on in

Yateley - the outcome of the discussions and vote will be recorded as the formal position of the
Yateley Society.

Please submit any Executive Committee nomination suggestions to Richard Johnston new members
always welcome!!

This is the most important meeting of the year. We must have a quorum and hopefully some
new nominations for the Exec Committee!

Come along, have a glass of wine and exercise your Member's right to vote.

Heckfield Place

Our speaker for January was a "last minute
replacement" which proved to be very lucky for
us! Robert Louth, Garden Manager at Heckfield
Place brought along copies of his illustrated
pamphlet The Gardens at Heckfield Place and
explained the extensive programme being
employed by the new owners to restore the
gardens, preserve the views, introduce an
English Apples orchard and ancient breeds
grazing.
He explained the history of the area and
introduced us to the special relationship between
Lord Eversley and his Head Gardener, William
Walker Wildsmith, (whose pink memorial with
roses can be found in Heckfield Churchyard).
He is immensely proud of the fantastic collection
of trees, including a 120' Abies Grandis Fir - the
largest in Europe and requiring 5 tree-huggers to
encircle it! We will definitely be organising a trip
to Heckfield Place when the weather warms up.

A reminder that membership renewals are
overdue. Please complete the membership

form we sent and return it to the address
shown, or bring it along to the next

meeting. Copy renewal forms can be
found on the website. Thanks!



Border ware Pottery - serialisation of Jacqui Pearce's (University of London)
lecture for the Yateley Society -part four

In the mid C16 dramatic changes took place in
the Border ware industry, as a tougher more
versatile fabric was introduced, together with
range of new shapes, such as large platters,
tripod pipkins and porringers. These were
made nowhere else in South-east England,
and similarities show continental influence
from the Rhineland. Typology provided the
only connection until recently, when Peter
Tipton, while investigating Border ware
potters, found a German potter, Herman
Raignold in the 1585 Lay Subsidy. He is
recorded as a potter in Farnborough, indicated
as an alien and taxed 4d. A shrievalty bond of
1591 has also been found, and the will of
Herman Reynolds dates to 1609. These three
good references add
substance to the German
connection. In the second half
of the C16, when Reynolds
brought German shapes and
technology to the Border ware
area. The shapes introduced
include big dishes, the tripod
pipkin, a cooking vessel
common in the Cologne area,
adapted to take a lid and with
a hollow tubular handle, a form
not otherwise found in south-
east England. Other forms
include the skillet with 3 feet
and handle (there were many
of these at Farnborough Hill in the late C16),
and porringers for spoon food, with a single
loop handle and often used for heating food
(again a Rhineland type). There are also
costrels, but now an upright, bottle-shaped
type in contrast with the earlier mammiform
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shape, but still retaining the holes for
suspending on a leather thong. Whiteware
remained the most common fabric, because it
was popular in London, but the glaze colour
varied through the C17.

Each of the former Surrey whiteware pottery
industries found its own market niche. The
redware of Kingston and Cheam was practical
and undecorated, while Border whiteware
used green and clear glazes, and also
introduced a brown (manganese) glaze. The
use of glaze colours was reserved for
particular shapes and vessel types: for
example, jugs were green in keeping with the
medieval tradition. Once the industry had been

reinvigorated it produced a
wide range of shapes,
responding quickly to new
needs and fashions. So the
late C16 and early C17 was
very creative for Border
ware in marked contrast with
the late medieval
conservatism. All kinds of
activities were catered for,
not just the traditional
cooking storage and
tableware, because items
such as moneyboxes,
candlesticks, chafing dishes
and many more were

produced. The market was hungry for different
forms and the potters responded. The
contracts with the Inns of Court for traditional
wares continued as a specialised activity.

Our members produced
old maps, photographs,
bottles, books, crockery
and clothing for our
December meeting, all
with a Yateley theme
and "mulled" over with
wine and mince pies. A
lovely evening was had
by all.


