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‘ On the Trail of Flora Thompson
’ A talk by John Owen Smith

—" Thursday 20 March 2008, 8pm at The Tythings. Reading Road, Yateley B

The BBC series Lark Rise to Candleford is a ten-part adaptation of Flora Thompson's magical
memoir of her life, a love letter to a vanished corner of rural England and a heart-warming
drama series teeming with wit, wisdom and romance. Set in the small hamlet of Lark Rise and
the wealthier neighbouring market town, Candleford, at the end of the 19th Century, the series
chronicles the daily lives of farm workers, craftsmen and gentry, observing characters in loving,
boisterous and competing communities of families, rivals, friends and neighbours. This world is
seen through the eyes of a teenage girl, as she leaves Lark Rise to start a new life under the
wing of her cousin, the independent and effervescent Dorcas Lane who is Post Mistress at the
local Post Office in Candleford.
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John Owen-Smith has made a study of Flora Thompson's life, including the period when she
was a Post Office clerk at Yateley, and has written a book called “On the Trail of Flora
Thompson”, which he is going to talk to us about.

Admissinn free — Members and non-members welcome

Yateley May Fayre

Come along and find out what is planned for
the whole town centre from the Tythings to
Cricket Hill.

The Society will be at the May Fayre for the
first time in 10 years as part of the grouping of
community organisations being assembied by
Yateley Town Council, including Hampshire
Wildlife Trust, and the County Rangers. The
idea is that we shall all be housed together in
the same big marquee, hopefully supplied by
the MOD. The Village Design Statement -
Supplementary Planning Document (SDP) will
be launched, and the statutory consultation
period will commence.

The SDP, sponsored by Hampshire, Hart,
Yateley Town Council and the Society, is a
formal planning document part of the new
Local Development Framework. It will be your

chance to see the exhibition and talk to the
local government officials and consultants.
The County's Rangers will be launching their
summer campaign aimed at dog-walkers on
the common, and the Wildlife Trust will be
launching their campaign, Common Purpose,
to find the best way of managing the various
parts of Yateley Common. They are expecting
to introduce grazing to the part of the common
south of the A30, and the May Fayre will be
part of the public consultation required. Last,
but not least, Carol White, the archaeologist
will be there to show us the results of last
year's dig and prepare for this summer.
Everything is happening at once this year —
good things and bad -- so cancel the idea of
that weekend away and come to the May
Fayre, which promises to be the biggest
community event in years!







