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OR do you have a neighbour or know of anyone who lived in Yateley during WW2?
We are gathering wartime memories of Yateley from anyone who was around at that
time. Even if they left Yateley to serve in the Armed Forces, or came to Yateley to
work at RAF Hartford Bridge, we want to record their wartime memories on

Saturday 8th or 22nd May at Yateley Library
(10 o'clock start till one)

We need your help to spread the news about our Drop-in days at the Library -- and
perhaps your help to drive your contributors to the Library on either of the above
days.

To make this really work we must have a team of members (not necessarily for both
days or all of the time) to record basic information from people who can give us their
memories. We also need people to be the friendly face of the Society and greet, and
a few to help answer queries about the exhibition (crib-sheets provided).

Please phone me (Jo Hill) or the Tiptons on 873378 to get on the list of
helpers/

Some people who went to Yateley Village School in the 1930s have already told us they intend to
descend on us from around Britain. We think we shall need about a dozen volunteers for each
session.

None of this will be difficult and it should be hugely enjoyable. If you're lucky and our plans work
out you might even get the chance to try a World War Two lunch cooked by students at the Comp.
The Society is offering a prize.

@  Useful weblinks =2

The BBC have launched a project called “WW2 People's War". Visit this comprehensive site
to find out more or add your own contributions. f
http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/ww2
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ISSUES

Manor Corner (1 Mill Lane) - Peter Tipton spoke on behalf of the Society at the Development
Control Committee meeting, putting forward ob jections about the proposed redevelopment of 1
Mill Lane, (Manor Corner) on the Reading Road. The officers, although deciding before Christmas
to approve the plans, subsequently advised refusal. The Committee voted to refuse the
application. The developers however, had already appealed to the Flanning Inspector as the
application had not been decided within the required timescale. The Society has submitted written
material to the Planning Inspector and we now await the decision.

Clarks Farm - A report to Full Council will recommend that the First Alteration to the Hart
District Local Plan (Replacement) 1996 - 2006 allocates Clarks Farm as “suitable for
redevelopment for 2,500 sq m of employment floor space in a landscaped setting, subject to the
removal of the existing uses....." together with some additional criteria”

Robin Hill House - Monteagle Lane - A very visible replacement of one house by 10 x 2-
bedroom flats with parking. An objection letter has been sent.

The Hivings - Handford Lane - Replacement of a bungalow with 6 flats (revised down from 8) and
parking. An objection letter has been sent.

WHAT ELSE IS GOING ON?

LOCAL HISTORY MONTH AT YATELEY LIBRARY

The events for this year's Local History Month will be the most ambitious local history project the
Yateley Society has undertaken in the 24 years we have been mounting an annual exhibition in
Yateley Library. This year the exhibition, 'Yateley in World War 2', has two main themes: the
Village before WW2, and the Homefront during WW2. Heavily featured will be the Brown family,
and a substantial exhibition on RAF Hartford Bridge, to commemorate the 60™ anniversary of D-
DAY, during which the Boston and Mitchell crews played a key role.

The purpose of the Exhibition is fo encourage anyone with memories of wartime Yateley, or their
relatives, fo drop in on the two Saturday morning sessions at Yateley Library on 8th and 22nd May,
starting at 10 am (see front cover). The Society’'s WW2 Project is likely to last at least two
years, and any memory, no matter how small, will help to fill in the local picture of those eventful
years.

Castle Bottom:

Tony Hocking and Clare Bloomer of the Yateley Rangers met with representatives from the
Environment Agency but were dismayed to find that the EA seems content with the incursion
water not being alkaline, when the water should be very acidic and that English Nature would not

support action over incursion of silt. The Society continues to support the Yateley Rangers with
any actions that seem necessary.

Yateley Society and Yateley Town Council Joint Venture:

The Society and Yateley Town Council have made a joint purchase of one
of these - a Hitachi Multi-Media Projector - so that we can share its use.
Having access to this projector means that we can now give high quality
presentations directly from a PC projecting onto a large screen.

Its first outing was actually in January when Edward Dawson used it at our monthly meeting to
show some very interesting facts and statistics during his presentation "Preparing for the Regional
Assembly". Then at the AGM, we were able to watch the wording of the proposed Resolutions
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