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WW2 PROJECT

Last month we held two oral history 'Drop-In Days' at Yateley Library on 8™ and 22" May,
supported by the Library Lecture “Lest We Forget” on Thursday 20™. They were a resounding
success!

We had one gentleman who had driven over from Essex to the
Library Lecture on Thursday 20™, and had stayed on so he could
+ attend the Saturday session. He was the son of the wartime
headmaster and brought artefacts and photographs for us to

~ make digital copies on the spot using our professional standard

{ equipment.

We even had a lady now living in Australia who had recognised an
old school friend in a promotion we had published in the local
paper. She was by chance visiting relations in Hartley Wintney.
Three generations of one very interesting Yateley family turned
up bringing photographs, one of a VE-Day party which previous
correspondents told us never took place!

A whole family had driven over from Aylesbury, we had a couple
from Gillingham, Dorset, and another family from Swindon.

Our interviewers were largely utilised at full
capacity. We even had to reassign one of our
‘greeters’ as a 'registrar’. We used a series
of prepared forms to find out which subjects
| our visitors could tell us about so that we can
prepare interview questions to be used for
future taped oral history recordings with
some of them.
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The excellent attendance at the events was largely due to
Muriel Brent, a local lady well known in prewar Yateley, who
| wrote letters to all her schoolfriends and we were
fortunate to have two articles published in local papers,
both of which published this large colour photograph of
Peter and Muriel, standing by our 'Yateley in World War 2'
exhibition.

The Yateley Society is now of fering a prize to local school children to produce a wartime "rural

pie' in their cookery class. These Rural Pies were cooked in rural homes and village bakeries and
i distributed in Yateley by the Ministry of Food via Yateley Vicarage. 450 were sold per week in a
village with a population of 2,100. The pupils will use the Library for research.

A ®  Useful weblinks &
¢ The BBC have launched a project called “WW2 People's War”. Visit this comprehensive site to find
out more or add your own contributions.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/ww?2

? TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ISSUES

The Development Control Department has a Planning Surgery held at the Civic Offices. This is where

— members of the public, applicants and agents can find out general planning information and look at
relevant planning documents. The service is available at the following times:
{ Monday: 9am - 11am

Tuesday: 2pm - 4pm
Thursday: 2pm - 4pm
Friday: 9am - 11am

The Coach House, Macrae Road - An application has been received to split the former Bed and
Breakfast premises into 4 flats, leaving the former stable block as one dwelling and erect a new
block with 4 houses and 4 flats. This is a large development in a critical part of the Conservation
Area. The Society urges all members to voice their comments about this application.

B et it tee ooyt s qplentin.
’ / YOU can write in with your = Or do it online
comments to:
_L_ Planning Services, Environmental Services Dept The application details can be viewed online by entering
Hart District Council, www.hart.gov/planning
l The Civic Offices, Enter Council Reference 04/00661/FUL.
' Harlington Way, Comments can be made online by selecting the
Fleet, “‘Also make comments on current applications”
Hants. GU51 4AE option and scrolling down to the bottom of the page to the
Quoting Council Reference 04/00661/FUL “Comment on Application” link.

Manor Corner (1 Mill Lane) - Peter Tipton attended the site visit with the Planning Inspector and
the decision, just heard, is that the appeal has been rejected!
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