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Welcome back from the summer break — | hope you all had a good time despite the
“changeable” weather. | have to say a big “Thank You” to David and Valerie Kerslake who
hosted our Summer Social at Lime Tree Cottage in July when the weather was, for once, very
good to us. A very pleasant evening was had by all and a healthy £40 was raised for Society
Funds by the raffle.
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A new lease of life for the Royal Oak Valley

ello,
HMy name is Elliott Fairs-and | am the
Assistant Countryside Ranger with Hart

District Councils Countryside Service. As a
service we manage Hart's nature reserves for
conservation, recreation, and educational
purpeses, throughout the whole district. | have
been with Hart for just over 2 years now and
have recently been given the responsibility for
bringing a site, known as The Royal Oak Valley,
back into a state of positive practical
management. The main am of this
management will be to provide a safe area for
the public to use for recreation, whilst managing
the Valley for its wildlife.

To begin this project | gathered information on
the history of the site, including pictures from the
1980’'s when fashions were a little different to
what they are today. This allowed me to gain an
insight into what the Valley looked like before it
fell into its current state of disrepair. Having had
a meeting with Tony Hocking to explain Hart's
intentions | was offered the chance of
introducing myself to you all, through this
newsletter, for which | am very grateful.

Initially we plan to highlight and carry out any
necessary hazardous tree work that is required
on site in order to make the site safe. Following

this, paths will be cut back and bridges and
ditches will be repaired and re-instated where
required. We will hopefully be able to reinstate
some form of mowing back onto the small wet
meadow to remove the large amounts of rank
grasses that have now colonised the area. We
also hope to remove some of the scrub that has
encroached onto the meadow to prevent the
meadow from being completely overrun.

Hart's Rangers will carry out the majority of
these with the help of our mid-week volunteers,
and hopefully with the help of The Yateley
Society through hosting volunteer dates.
Although still to be confirmed, | plan to organise
a volunteer day, on site, in early 2005. This will
allow many of you the chance to meet me and
also gives everyone the chance to be involved,
from the start, with the restoration of the Valley
to its former glory.

When confirmed the date will appear on our
website (www.hart.gov.uk/countryside) SO
please keep an eye out for this. If any of you
happen to see me when | am working on the
Valley then please do not hesitate to come and
introduce yourself. If | can be of any help or
assistance to you please feel free to contact me
on 01252 623443. For alternative contact
details please visit our website.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL SLIP ON THE BACK
PAGE!
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