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Welcome back from the summer break - I hope you all had a good time despite the
"changeable" weather. I have to say a big "Thank You" to David and Valerie Kerslake who

hosted our Summer Social at Lime Tree Cottage in July when the weather was, for once, very
good to us. A very pleasant evening was had by all and a healthy £40 was raised for Society

Funds by the raffle.

A new lease of life for the Royal Oak Valley
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• I My name is Elliott Fairs and I am the
' ' Assistant Countryside Ranger with Hart

District Councils Countryside Service. As a
service we manage Hart's nature reserves for
conservation, recreation, and educational
purposes, throughout the whole district. I have
been with Hart for just over 2 years now and
have recently been given the responsibility for
bringing a site, known as The Royal Oak Valley,
back into a state of positive practical
management. The main aim of this
management will be to provide a safe area for
the public to use for recreation, whilst managing
the Valley for its wildlife.

To begin this project I gathered information on
the history of the site, including pictures from the
1980's when fashions were a little different to
what they are today. This allowed me to gain an
insight into what the Valley looked like before it
fell into its current state of disrepair. Having had
a meeting with Tony Hocking to explain Hart's
intentions I was offered the chance of
introducing myself to you all, through this
newsletter, for which I am very grateful.

Initially we plan to highlight and carry out any
necessary hazardous tree work that is required
on site in order to make the site safe. Following

this, paths will be cut back and bridges and
ditches will be repaired and re-instated where
required. We will hopefully be able to reinstate
some form of mowing back onto the small wet
meadow to remove the large amounts of rank
grasses that have now colonised the area. We
also hope to remove some of the scrub that has
encroached onto the meadow to prevent the
meadow from being completely overrun.

Hart's Rangers will carry out the majority of
these with the help of our mid-week volunteers,
and hopefully with the help of The Yateley
Society through hosting volunteer dates.
Although still to be confirmed, I plan to organise
a volunteer day, on site, in early 2005. This will
allow many of you the chance to meet me and
also gives everyone the chance to be involved,
from the start, with the restoration of the Valley
to its former glory.

When confirmed the date will appear on our
website (www.hart.qov.uk/countryside) so
please keep an eye out for this. If any of you
happen to see me when I am working on the
Valley then please do not hesitate to come and
introduce yourself. If I can be of any help or
assistance to you please feel free to contact me
on 01252 623443. For alternative contact
details please visit our website.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ISSUES

New applications: please send your comments to Hart District Council at Fleet.

Woodhayes, Firgrove Road - the proposal for this site, adjacent to the listed Yateley Hall
and in the Yateley Green Conservation Area, is to demolish the existing buildings and replace
with 14 flats and parking.
Cottage Farm, Cobbetts Lane -permission for a 22.5m high communications tower was
refused -

Appeals: Decisions to Refuse these applications have resulted in appeals from the
applicants. The Society has objected to all five!

Yateley Cottage, Reading Road - demolition of this character property and replacement with
5 new nouses.
Coach House, Macrae Road - to split the former Bed and Breakfast premises into 4 flats,,
leaving the fomer stable block as one dwelling and erect a new block with 4 houses and 4
flats.
Hivings, Handford Lane - replacement of a bungalow with 6 flats (revised down from 8) and
parking
Greenslopes, Cricket Hill - a 5 bedroom house which will fill the gap next to Hylands.

.AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST! - Confusion reigns over the future of Clarks Farm

'f Hart District Council have held Public Meetings and are in the middle of
deciding what the usage should be within the Local Plan for the site.

Csr In the meantime, Linden Homes has made an appeal to the Planning
Inspectorate for the development of 13000 sq m of office space with
approx 450 car parking spaces.

rer Just for good measure, Linden have also made two applications
(duplicates) for permission to build approx 160 houses, live/work units and
a mixed use community building (with plenty of parking of course!).

WHAT ELSE IS GOING ON?

Archaeology on the Common

Carol White, who most of you know and may
have attended her talks to the Society in the
past, has continued her programme of
archaeological investigations on Yateley
Common this year. This time, excavating on
Hampshire County Council land, a small low
mound and ditch was investigated, together

with a number of camp fire sites. Surface
investigations produced a large haul of worked
flint.
Luckily for us, Carol has offered to give the
Society an update with her latest investigations
- which we shall be more than happy to
arrange.


